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PROTRACTED MEETINGS. 


A correspondent has expressed a desire, that the following doct 
ment, which needs neither note, comment nor praise, may be insert- 
ed for preservation in the Magazine. His suggestion accords with 
my own views; and though it was published in the Telegraph, 
while issued in its original, weekly form, | consider it one of the 
most valuable articles with which I can close the present volume. 
It ‘s accordingly here inserted; and those of my readers who saw it 
when first published, can receive no harm from giving it a second 
perusal, while those who have not seen it, ought to read it without 
fail. Eprror TeveGrapn. 


A LETTER ON PROTRACTED MEETINGS: ADDRESSED 
TO THE CHURCH IN PARIS, N. Y. 


By William R. Weeks, Late Minister to that church. 


To tae Cuvrca in Paris: 

Dear Brethren—The following letter was forwarded to your moderator sev- 
eral days before your late protracted meeting commenced. Not having 
heard of its being communicated to you, and wishing to have my sentiments 
on this subject understood by the public, I now address you through the press. 

March, 21, 1832. 
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Utica, Feb. 24, 1832. 
To tre Cuurcn in Paris: 

Dear Bretaren—Through the Rev. Daniel A. Clark, your mod- 
erator, [ have received your invitation to att-nd a protracted meet- 
ing which you have appomted. For this mark of attention and re- 
spect, and for all the instances of kindness experienced at your 
hands, through more than ten years residence among you, I beg you 
to accept my cordial thanks. In days that are past we have often 
“taken sweet counsel together, and walked to the house of God in 
company ;” and the remembrance of these things will be greatefully 
cherished by me while I have any sensibility to the joys or the sor- 
rows of life; and will, I trust, be looked back upon, both by you 
and me, from the eternal world, with still deeper interest, when the 
consequences of preaching and hearing the word of God shall be 
developed in all their amazing reality. 

Such an invitation from you | could not find in my heart to treat 
with neglect; and yet, [ canuot tell whether 1 ought to comply with 
it, or to excuse myself, till [ am informed what sort of 2 meeting 
you intend to have. ‘The mere circumstance of having religious 
exercises continued more than ove day, would not be a reason in 
my mind for declining your invitation. | think you have never 
found any reluctance in me to attend religious exercises as often 
and as long as encouragement was afforded for them by the attend- 
ance of the people. In two or three instances, you know, when 
some special attention appeared among you, | wore myself down, 
by attending upon such exercises beyond my strength, till I was 
laid upon a sick bed in consequence. And J always did it with 
pleasure ; for I have always esteemed it a privilege to have oppor- 
tunities multiplied of declaring ‘“‘ the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God.” 

I should love to attend a protracted meeting of such a kind as I 
can easily conceive of, in my own mind, though I may not be able 
to describe it upon paper so clearly as [ could wish. It should be 
a meeting for which the church had previously prepared the way, 
by turning from their backslidings, putting away all their sins, and 
engaging in the diligent discharge of every duty. ‘They should have 
** put away from among them all bitterness, and wrath, and clamor, 
and envy, and evil speaking, and be kindly affectioned one toward 
another with brotherly love.” ‘They should have looked closely in- 
to their own hearts, and have deeply humbled themselves before 
God. They should have carefully looked after their wandering 
brethren, and have administered the discipline of the gospel in the 
true spirit of it. They should feel their dependence upon God for 
every blessing, and not be looking to creatures for heip. The 
should realize that God hasa right to grant or withhold the influ- 
ences of his Spirit, as he may see best, and feel that they have no 
claims upon him, but are utterly unworthy of the favors they ask. 
They should be disposed to come to God with the temper of duti- 
ful and affectionate children, who have more confidence in the 
judgment of a wise and good Father, than they have in their own; 
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and should be as willing to be denied the favors they ask, if he shall 
see that to be best, as they are thankfully to accept what he shall be 
pleased to bestow. They should desire a revival of religion, chiefly 
that God may be honored ; and while they are prepared to rejoice 
in the triumphs of his grace, they should be also prepared to rejoice 
in his adorable sovereignty, and his glorious justice, which are always 
displayed at such a,time, and be willing he should “ have mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and harden whom he will.””. ‘They should 
put away from them, as utterly unworthy of Christians, that arrogant 
spirit, which aspires to dictate to the Almighty, and pretends to 
“‘ take God at his word, and hold him to his promise,” when he has 
not promised in his word the conversion of any particular sinner, 
nor of fany sinners in a particular place, nor ata particular time. 
They should be prepared to hear, and desire to hear, and take ef- 
fectual measures to hear, on such an occasion, those glorious doc- 
trines of the gospel, which exalt God and abase the creature. ‘Thev 
should invite, on such an occasion, those preachers of the gospel 
who most value these precious truitis, and exhibit them most clearly 
and abundantly in their discourses; and such as “ see eye to eye, 
and lift up the voice together.” They should cheerfully close up 
every avenue by which error might creep in, at such a time, and 
take effectual measures to have ¢ruth, in a full, and copious, and uu- 
broken stream, pour in upon the understanding, and conscience, 
and heart, of every one who attends. They should give place to 
no human contrivances, no artifice, nor trick, to play upon the pas- 
sions, and produce a theatrical effect. ‘The native majesty, and 
simple dignity of truth, as exhibited by the prophets and apostles, in 
the words which the Holy Ghost has taught in the Bible, will pro- 
duce deeper feeling, and be attended with better effects. Let God 
be exhibited, in the beauty of holiness, loving righteousness and 
hating iniquity ; let him be seen, ‘‘ making all things for himself, 
yea, even the wicked for the day of evil;” let him be held forth to 
view, as the Sovereign Potter, forming whom he will into vessels of 
mercy, to the praise of the glory of his grace, and equally forming 
whom he will into vessels of wrath, to the praise of the glory of his 
justice ; let him be seen, determining “ to show his wrath and make 
his power known” in punishing sin, as well as determining to show 
his mercy in the salvation of some; let these things be solemnly and 
earnestly pressed upon the audience, and there will be feeling. — 
Saints will feel ; and sinners too wil! feel, in view of these things. 
So deep solemnity, and so earnest attention, I have never witnessed, 
under the exhibition of any other subjects, as has usually attended 
the exhibition of these. Let Christ be exhibited, as having the 
same feelings with the Father, delighting in justice as really as in 
mercy ; and rejoicing in spirit, and saying, ‘I thank thee, O Fa- 
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from 
the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes ; even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.” Let the law of God be 
exhibited, which binds the sinner to love this hely and’ righteous 
Sovereign, and denounces eternal death as the just penalty for the 
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slightest failure, and which requires every one to “ accept the pun- 
ishment of his iniquity,” and say amen to the penalty which it de- 
nounces upon him; let it be seen that the law reaches to the heart, 
and condemns selfishness in every form; let it be seen, that all those 
religious affections and performances which have se/f for their ob- 
ject, are transgressions of the law, and that, for this reason, “ the 
ploughing of the wicked is sin, and the prayer of the wicked is a- 
bomination ;” let it be understood, that the prayers, and cries, and 
tears, and resolutions, and promises, and efforts, which sinners 
make, and all the steps they take in order to get converted, before 
actual submission to God, are nothing but sin; and Jet them be 
warned against al! such things so done, and be pressed with the duty 
of instant submission to the penalty of the law, and a cordial recon- 
ciliation to the justice and sovereignty of God ; let this be earnestly 
and solemnly done, and there is some hope thatthey may be brought 
under conviction. Let them see that God has a right to save or de- 
stroy them as he pleases ; that nothing which they do, and nothing 
which Christ ans do, lays God under the least obligation to save 
them; that he has made no promises to save them; and that there 
is nothing in the whole book of God which affords any ground for 
any one yet in his sins to believe that fe shall be saved; let him see 
that he is in the hands of God, and cannot get out of his hands, and 
that it is altogether uncertain, as yet, what God means to do with 
him; and when all his sins appear in array before him, and the en- 
mity of his heart against God is strongly felt, and he is pressed in 
his conscience to the performance of that duty to which his whole 
heart is opposed ; then he will be likely to see that he is in an evil 
case, and that there is no hope for him, unless God shall be pleased, 
not for Ais sake, but for his own name’s sake, to stretch out his al- 
mighty arm, and subdue the enmity of his heart. In this situation, 
I have seen some among you, as I trust, brought by the new creat- 
ing energy of the Holy Spirit, to let go their hold upon their own in- 
terest, to consent to the penalty of the law in their own case, and to 
be filled with admiring views of the holiness and justice and ador- 
able sovereignty of the glorious God. The wature of experimental 
religion should be clearly exhibited at such a time, and be carefully 
distinguished from all counterfeits ; that Christians may see what is 
wrong in themselves, and repent of it, and not exalt themselves in 
their own eyes for that which God abhors ; and that those who are 
awakened may not be deceived with a false hope. The true nature 
of prayer should be shown, and its duty urged, the prayer of faith 
in God, and not faith in ourselves, that prayer which expresses more 
confidence in the wisdom and godness of our Heavenly Father, 
than in our own, and leaves our requests before him, to be granted 
or denied, as he shall see best. The office work of the Holy Spirit 
should be shown, in making men holy, as consisting, not merely in 
persuasion, by the exhibition of motives, but in giving efficacy to 
those motives by his new creating energy, by the same exertion of 
almighty power which raised Christ fromthe dead. And this should 
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be done, that Christians may feel their dependence upon him, and 
realize that they are “ his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus un- 
to good works ;” and that sinners may feel, that, though they are 
able to do what God requires, and are justly condemned for not be- 
ing willing, yet, there ts no hope that they ever will be willing, un- 
less God make them willing in the day of his power. False religion 
should be exposed, in all those forms of it by which saints and sin- 
ners are usually deceived, and to accomplish which Satan transforms 
himself into an angel of light. And both Christians and sinners 
should be stripped of every excuse, and driven from every refuge of 
lies, that they may be effectually humbled, and brought to repent 
and turn to God. 

In short, I would have all the exercises of such a character, that 
the whole tendency of the meeting should be, to present truth to 
the mind, and press it upon the conscience ; to strengthen the hands 
of the faithful ministers, to increase his influence, and the influence of 
the church, in their efforts to maintain the ascendancy of evangeli- 
cal sentiments, and to stay the progress of error and irreligion ; and 
thus to promote the glory of God, the peace of the church, and the 
salvation of men. 

But there are protracted meetings ofa different character. I have 
been present at some, where sentiments were advanced, and prac- 
tices were introduced, which were exceedingly painful to me, and 
which I could not, with a clear conscience, do any thing to coun- 
tenance; and that, both because they seemed to me to be adapted 
to dishonor God, and to destroy the soulsof men. And I have seen 
the bare expectation of such a meeting produce ill effects. When 
your former three days’ meeting was resolved upon, it seemed to 
me that several members of the church were looking to it as some- 
thing that would do their work for them, and save them the neces- 
sity of humbling themselves before God and of keeping their own 
hearts; and there seemed a very plain relaxation of personal efforts 
to prmote religion in their own souls, and in the souls of others.— 
Now so far as this effect is produced, by a resort to any extraordi- 
nary measures, I suppose all will admit that it is bad. Another bad 
effect which I think is greatly to be feared, in every place, is, that 
by a resort to these extraordinary measures, the ordinary means of 
grace will come to be undervalued and despised; and the stated 
ministers of the gospel, in their ordinary labors, will spend their 
strength, as to any good to their people, to very little purpose. And 
this effect | think was produced amoung you to some extent, and 
the good work which was then in progress very much hindered by 
it, while it lasted, and ultimately broken off, and entirely stopped. 
And so [ think two revivals among you before, while I was your 
minister, were interrupted and stopped, by the violent crowding in 
of new measures, to which the church and people |i d not been ac- 
customed, and to which many of them at least hs ! conscientious 
objections. While I think the ordinary means of srace to have 
been divinely appointed, I cannot, witha clear conse nce, willingly 
eontribute any influence of mine to bring them ii... disrepute.— 
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I have not yet attended any protracted meeting, in which I did 
not hear a great deal of low and vulgar language, adapted to expose 
divine things to contempt; and that too, sometimes, from educated 
men, who in this respect seemed to copy the defects of the ignorant 
and uneducated. Now, you know, that my habit has been to study 
great plainness of speech, and to seek after language which should 
be intelligible to the most uncultivated mind. This I think is the 
duty of the preacher. But vulgarity is not necessary; and for one 
who is capable of any thing better to indulge in it, in the pulpit, is 
intolerable. It is degrading the gospel, and unnecessarily exposing 
it to contempt. I have also been greatly pained to hear, on every 
such occasion, more or less of language which | consider profane. 
I could give you specimens, if I did not scruple the propriety of 
repeating the profaneness of others, even as a caution against it.— 
It is such a use of the divine name, such a use of the words devil, 
hell, damned, and the like, as is commonly heard among profane 
swearers. [| was extremely shocked, on a late occasion, to hear a 
preacher, for perhaps a quarter of au hour, personate the sinner, and 
tell God how little he cared for his favors or his frowns. His lan- 
guage, his action, his toue, and whole manner, seemed copied from 
that which is employed by the lowest classes in expressing their con- 
tempt for their fellows when greatly provoked by them. [could not 
in conscience go into the pulpit with such a man, and seem to coun- 
tenance by my presence a scene which, in a bar-room, would be 
deemed shockingly blasphemous. 

I have been distressed to hear the scriptures wrested from their 
plain and obvious meaning, to support a favorite theory, to hear 
scripture facts grossly mistated, and a sense given to particular words, 
and an emphasis land upon them, which neither the original nor the 
connection would justify; and that too by educated men, who could 
not make the poor apology of unavoidable ignorance. I have seen 
the good old practice of resorting tothe Bible for illustrations and 
proofs, in a great measure laid aside by some preachers, and the 
place supplied by anecdotes and story telling. In all the meetings 
of this description which I have attended, there has appeared to be 
a studious concealment of those precious truths of the gospel which 
exalt God on the throne, and place the creature inthe dust. Those 
truths which are best adapted to warm the hearts of Christians, and 
to fill the hearts of sinners with pain, seem to be laid aside, by com- 
mon consent, as not adapted to promote a revival of religion, in mod- 
erntimes. ‘Though it must be confessed, if it is admitted that there 
were any revivals under the ministry of Edwards, and Brainard, and 
Bellamy, and their successors, till within a very few years, that those 
truths have been eminently instrumental in promoting them, and 
indeed have been considered essential to their existence. The 
glorious justice of God, and his holy sovereignty, his right to do what 
he will with his own, and his purpose to form some into vessels of 
mercy and others into vessels of wrath, and the duty of the sinner 
to be reconciled to these things, I have not heard clearly exhibited 
at any of these meetings. Rarely, indeed, have I heard a single 
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sentence, on such occasions, which would not be approved by the 
mest thorougl: Arminian. On the contrary, I have heard several 
Arminian sentiments plainly stated, and strongly urged. ‘That God 
does on the whole desire the salvation of every sinner, I take to be 
the fundamental error of both Arminians and Universalists. The 
latter believe he can and will do as he desires. ‘The former think 
he cannot control the heart of man, and “turn it whithersoever he 
will,” nor use any other influence upon it than the mere influence 
of persuasion in the view of motives. On this subject I have not 
heard any other representation made than what an Arminian would 
make. I suppose no other has been intended. God has been rep- 
resented as having a desire for the salvation of sinners infinitely 
strong ; and some have plainly declared that he does all he can to 
save every sinner. I have indeed heard much said about the in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, but it has usually been precisely what 
an Arminian would say. No agency has been usually ascribed to 
him, in my hearing, but that of persuasion by the exhibition of mo- 
tives. The doctrine of the special agency of the Spirit in the con- 
version ofsinners, | have heard treated with sarcasm, as if it furnish- 
ed the sinner with an excuse. I have heard the sinner represented 
as making the plea, “ I am what God made me,” and heard his plea 
answered by the representation, ‘* God never made a sinner.” And 
the preacher, after endeavoring to support his assertion, by repre- 
senting sin and holiness as consisting in voluntary exercise, affirm 
ed with great emphasis, ‘‘ God cannot create holiness, nor can he 
create sin.’ Of course, I conclude, he would have his hearers be- 
lieve that God never made a saint. And | see nct why the reason- 
ing would not hold good in this case, if itis in the other. But, that 
the numerous converts of the present day are all man-mad- converts, 
is certainly more than I had expeeted any friend of the new meas- 
ures to affirm. Real converts must be suchas are “ Born of God— 
If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature,—[there is a new crea- 
tion]—We are his workmanship, ereated in Christ Jesus unto good 
works. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spir- 
it within me. Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power. 
That ye may know what ts the exceeding greatness of his power to 
us ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power, 
which he wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead.— 
Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down 
righteousness : | the Lord have created it.” In view of such lan- 
guage of scripture as this, | shudder at the boldness of denying that 
God can create holiness ; and I dare not place myself in a situation 
to be considered in any way responsible for such declarations. 

I have heard such, an explanation of the nature of prayer, as F 
think erroneous in theory, and highly dangerous in its practical con- 
sequences. You as well as I, have heard it said, that all right 
prayer is dictated by the Holy Ghost, and that it is really not we, 
but the Holy Ghost praying in us; and that we may be certain, 
when we pray in faith, that the identical thing asked for will be 
granted. It is commonly urged upon Christians to expect what 
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they ask for; and all those prayers which have not obtained 
what they asked for, have been condemned as abomination in the 
sightofGod. Now, I think this is condemning much prayer that is 
acceptable with God, and thus “ making the hearts of the righteous 
sad, whom God has not made sad.” I think it is also ‘* strengthen- 
ing the hands of the wicked, that he should not turn (in reality) 
from his wicked way, by promising him life.” For when the sin- 
ner knows that Christians pray fervently for him, he will expect to 
be converted, and be ready to lay hold on any change in his feel- 
ings, and consider it conversion to God, when, in truth, the change 
has been merely circumstantial, and not a change of heart. It 
seems to me that I should feel very great embarrassment in urging 
this notion of prayer upon others, if | believed it true; as I should 
scarcely expect my hearers would give me credit for being honest 
in it. For, if it is true, and all right prayer obtains the very thing” 
asked for, why do L not pray for the conversion of every sinner, 
and have it done? I could not urge upon others as a duty that- 
which | was compelled to coufess I had totally neglected myself. 
But, I have heard this notion of prayer urged, and Christians told 
that if they will go home and pray thus in their closets, for their’ 
children, they may go about their house and look up those children, 
in the assured expectation of finding them converted. And when 
they had been told all this, I have seen them called upon to rise, 
and promise, before God, and the world, that they would do so. I 
could not rise to make such a promise, a promise which I knew I 
should not fulfill, and which the Bible no where requires me to 
make; and I could not see, without amazement, the readiness with 
which multitudes seemed to rise, and take those tremendous vows 
upon them; when, ifthey had taken one moment to consider, they 
must have known they should every one of them break their vows 
within twenty-four hours. 

I have serious objections to this whole system of calling people 
out, to confess, and promise, and be prayed for, both in the case of 
professed Christians, and of the impenitent. And I have chosen 
rather to submit to the reproach of being represented, from my own 
pulpit, in common with some of the best Christians I know, as being 
unwilling to be prayed for, and as practically saying, I did not be-- 
lieve there is a God, a heaven, or a hell. Such remarks you know 
were made, at your former protracted meeting, upon those profes- 
sors who did not rise, while | sat in the pulpit, and some of you 
sat in your seats. I supposed the preacher who did it, “ verily 
thought he was doing God service,” and therefore | forgave him. 
But | am not willing todo any thing which can be construed into 
an approval of such things. I suppose they are all intended to pro- 
duce a kind of stage effect, aud are a part of a system, the whole 
tendency of which appears to me to be injurious to the souls of men. 
I have always been in favor of public confessions for public sins.— 
But, they should be only for such sins as are public, and should be 
written, and definite, that there may be no mistake about them after- 
wards. The frequent repetition of gencral, indefinite confessions, 
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which may mean any thing or nothing, I believe to be worse than use- 
Jess. Many years observation has convinced me, that those who are 
the most ready to make such confessions, are not the most ready to 
reform, nor the most careful to live as they ought afterwards. For 
a church to renew their covenant, I think a proper step, at some 
times ; but, then, it should be the covenant of the church, and not 
any thing and every thing which a stranger may happen to dictate, 
according to his own fancy. 

But the chief design of these measures, I suppose to be, to have 
an effect upon impenitent sinners. And what effect is intended? 
Is it to impress them with the importance and solemnity of serious 
things? It may possibly have this effect for once; but I should 
expect reflecting men would look rather at the manner of life of pro= 
fessed Christians, and, if they saw this to be consistent, would be 
far more deeply impressed by it than by confessions, promises, and 
professions. I should think the frequent repetition of these things, 
and the little consideration with which they are apparently done, 
would have the contrary effect, as a permanent result ; and lead the 
impenitent to conclude, that Christians themselves regard the most 
solemn professions and promises as a very light matter. Is it des 
signed, by calling out professed Christians to make promises, to lead 
the impenitent to expect, that, now Christians are about to pray for 
them, and to make such prayers too, as will certainly issue in their 
conversion? ‘I'his I suppose is designed; for, on one occasion, 
after Christians had been called upon to rise, in token of such a 
promise, and, not anxious sinners merely, but all sinners who were 
willing to be prayed for, were called upon to rise, to express that 
willingness, I heard a preacher tell those sinners that rose, “ Now if, 
these Christians do as they have promised, you will be converted.” 
And the next day, I heard him tell other sinners, by way of persuad- 
ing them to rise also, that the first who rose the night before, had 
found salvation before morning. As might be expected, several 
rose, as soon as they were told this, expecting, 1 conclude, that they 
should be converted also. And that the design is, to excite such 
an expectation, I have been led to conclude, by the statements fre- 
quently made, of numbers in other places being converted, in conse- 
quence of their thus coming forward, and of those who would not 
thus come forward having been passed by, and not converted. In- 
deed, the whole course of measures now prevailing, as far as I have 
witnessed it, seems to be designed, and adapted, to excite this ex- 
pectation. Sinners are urged to rise, to take certain seats, to kneel, 
to go to certain places, and the like, with an earnestness which in- 
dicates that by doing so they are almost sure of being converted, 
and by refusing almost sure of being lost. And, on a late occa- 
sion, after the preacher had been some time urging the impenitent 
to resort to the anxious room to be conversed with, he closed by 
saying, as I took it down at the time, ‘‘ Go, and the Holy Spirit will 
seal you unto the day of redemption.” Now, all this appears entire- 
ly consistent with Arminian sentiments, and with the idea that con- 
version is the work of man; but does not appear to be at all accord- 
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ing to what the Bible teaches of the character of unregenerate do- 
ings, and of the true state of the sinner. It appears to me to, be 
extremely well adapted to flatter the sinner into a false hope, and 
to strengthen and encourage that hope when once imbibed, and 
thus lead to a whole life of false religion. And when, in addition 
to these measures, the general strain of what is said to sinners is 
adapted to work upon their selfish feelings and animal passions, as 
most of what I have heard has been, and some of it extremely well 
adapted to work up those feelings to a high pitch, it would be 
strange if some affections were not excited which they might readi- 
ly mistake for true religion. When God is represented as desiring 
their salvation, without the least qualification, and that his desire 
for it is infinitely strong, what impenitent sinner, that has the least 
seriousness of mind, is not prepared to be pleased? If “ sinners 
love those who love them,” as our Lord assures us, they can love 
such a being as God is represented to be, without any change of 
heart. A God all mercy, is just such a God as sinners desire. — 
Will it be said that his justice is also brought into view, and that 
the terrors of hell are exhibited? True; but in what light are they 
exhibited? Is it not commonly in a light to which the selfish heart 
will as readily accord? God is angry with the sinner because he 
neglects his own salvation, and will punish him for ever because he 
would not consent to be saved. Is not this the sole reason com- 
monly presented? I have rarcly heard any thing else urged. And 
while such views of God are presented, as are agreeable to the sel- 
fish heart, and every thing in the Bible, which the sinner is per- 
mitted to hear, is presented in the light of interest; and while con- 
version is continually represented as a thing of so very easy accom- 
plishment, what wonder is it, if sinners generally who can be pre- 
vailed upon to attend to the subject sufficiently to feel serious at all, 
should obtain a hope, and think they are converted? The wonder 
to me is, that any, who can be made to believe these representations 
to be correct, should fail of obtaining a hope. The wonder is that 
whole congregations are not converted at once, with such a conver- 
sion as this, without being obliged to meeta second time. But, are 
they truly converted to God, in this way? This is a very serious 
and important question ; one which deserves the careful and solemn 
consideration of all. How many of them are true converts, is not 
necessary for me to know. I would not limit the Holy One of Isra- 
el. I do not know how much truth must be before the mind, in 
order to render it consistent for God to change the sinner’s heart. 
But, so much appears to me very plain: such measures, and such 
instruction as I have described, are extremely well adapted to pro- 
duce a false hope, and to promote selfish religion; and for that reason, 
I cannot in conscience adopt them, or countenance them. [I should 
expect to be chargeable with the blood of perishing sinners, if I did. 
I have not learned from the Bible, that any sinner, while such, has 
any reason to expect that he shall be saved. I have not Jearned 
that he can place any dependence upon any thing that he has done, 
or upon any thing that others have done, till he actually repents ; 





1836. ] PROTRACTED MEETINGS. 539 





but that it depends solely upon the sovereign pleasure of that God 
“who hath mercy on whom he will have mercy, and hardeneth 
whom he will.” I suppose that every promise he makes, every res- 
olution he forms, every step he takes, with a selfish heart, or from 
motives of personal interest, is nothing but sin. And I believe, 
that, so long as he is acting with the expectation of being converted, 
he is not likely to exercise that submission to the justice of God, 
which he must exercise, or be unprepared for mercy. 

And I think the confidence which is usually expressed in the 
Christian character of those who obtain a hope, is adapted greatly 
to increase the danger of their being finally and fatally deceived.— 
They are commonly spoken of as converted, without any qualifica- 
tions. And in some instances I have witnessed this expression of 
a hope for them in very strong terms, in their hearing, when I 
could discover no grounds for it all. In one instance, after an ad- 
dress well adapted to work upon the sympathies, and excite the nat- 
ural gratitude of the sinner towards God, and which produced a 
general burst of feeling, all who were willing now to be reconciled 
to God were called upon to rise. Some did so, and among the rest 
a little girl too young to have much sense of what was meant, upon 
which the preacher exclaimed, ‘“ Here is another little daughter 
come to Jesus.” And when a young man said, ‘“{"zill submit, come 
life, or come death,” the preacher exclaimed, “ bless the Lord, O 
my soul.’’ And on prayer being offered, the persons who had ris- 
en were alluded to, as if they had now been converted. The young 
man I conversed with some weeks after, and he had then, by his 
own account, about lost all his seriousness. I think I have seen a 
very strong solicitude, expressed in many ways, to have as many as 
possible think themselves converted ; and if they can only be made 
to think so to speak of them as such, and hurry them into the 
church, before they have had any time to examine themselves, or 
any opportunity to gain any scriptural evidences to themselves or 
afford any to others, by the fruit of a holy life. Indeed, it seems 
to me, that opportunity for sober reflection, and a calm looking at 
truth, and self-examination by it, are regarded as unfavorable and 
dangerous. The idea that sinners must be brought under thorough 
conviction of sin, before they will repent, seems to be laid aside, 
and the use of means to produce such conviction in sinners, consid- 
ered quite unnecessary. 

Means of excitement seem to be contrived, of almost every pos- 
sible kind, and the use of them continued in almost every possible 
way, that the sinner may have no time to think, nor to read his 
Bible, nor to compare his heart with its requirements. I do not ob- 
ject to the sinner’s being told tliat it is his duty to repent now, with- 
out waiting for further reflection, or reading or self-examination. 
It has been my uniform practice, as you know to tell him this.— 
Yet, while I tell him he ought to repent now of all the sin he is con- 
conscious of, and love all the truth he knows, I feel bound to tell 
him that he ought also to look into his own heart, and compare it 
with the divine requirements; that he ought to read his Bible, and 
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look “at truth and duty ; that he ought especially to look at the di- 
vine character, in all its parts; and by all these means endeavor to 
obtain a clearer view of his sins, in their number and magnitude, 
and aggravation, end repent of all, and a clear view of God, in his 
whole character, and love it all. I do not think it possible that 
there should be any more true religious feeling, than there is of a cor- 
rect view of the objects of religious feeling. And some degree of 
calm reflection upon divine things, and of attentive looking at them 
is necessary to sucha view. Every high excitement of the passions, 
it is well known, is unfavorable to calm reflection. Just so far as 
the mind is agitated, just so far is it disqualified from that steady 
contemplation of divine things which is necessary to the existence 
of proper affections towards them. I do not mean that nothing. 
should be said to careless sinners to arouse their fears. They need 
to have them aroused in a sufficient degree to secure their atten- 
tion to truth and duty. When that is accomplished, any further 
excitement of them, to such a degree as to hinder their attention to 
truth and duty, and render their views of them indistinct and con- 
fused, must be injurious. Both Christians and sinners should have 
time for the duties of the family, and for the duties of the closet.— 
Public meetings never can supply the place of these; and they ought 
nat, as they frequently do, by being both late and early, to render proper 
attention to these impossible. In some late instances, which have 
been published by those who approve of them, meetings have been 
continued all night, as well as all day, for several days and nights 
in succession. And in some instances, the practice has been intro- 
duced of several praying aloud at atime, and so loud as to drown 
the voice of him who is professedly leading in a prayer, as I have 
heard publicly stated by those who were present. In some in- 
stances, impenitent sinners have been called upon to pray aloud, in 
the anxious meeting, as many as possible at a time. In other in- 
stances, while one is praying aloud for sinners, others are talking 
to them, and pressing them to submit now, while the prayer is made. 
In many places, and toa great extent, and in some very public 
meetings, females have been allowed and encouraged to pray and 
exhort, notwithstanding that the Bible so plainly commands them 
to be silent. Now all these things are probably intended to pro- 
duce excitement, and they are certainly well adapted to do it, and 
such excitement, such a tumult of the passions, and such confusion 
ef thought, as seem to me to render it next to impossible for any 
one to know whether he exercises any true religious affections or 
not. And todiminish, in the same ratio that they are increased, all 
probability of the true conversion of those who are exposed to their 
influence. I donot say these things because I think there is any 
too much feeling, as to its quantity. Far from it. I think there is 
much too little. I greatly miss that deep and solemn feeling, both 
ijn Christians and sinners, to which I have beea formerly accustom- 
ed in revivals of religion ; and which | think would still be witness- 
ed if the animal passions were kept down, and the full blaze of truth 
was made to shine into the mind, and to press upon the conscience 
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and heart, as was the practice of our fathers in times of revi- 
vals. 

lam aware that many will reply to the objections which I have 
stated, as has been commonly replied to all objections, for some 
years past, that these measures are successful, and therefore have 
the seal of the Holy Spirit stamped upon them. And this appeal to 
success, as proof that any think is right, instead of appealing to the 
‘Bible, is to me, one fof the most painful indications that those who 
do it are wrong, and have gone far from the right way. The same ar- 
gument might be pleaded in favor of the worst systems of false relig- 
ion which have been contrived since the world began; it would jus- 
tify the falsehood of Jacob, who obtained the blessing by a deceit- 
ful and wicked contrivance ; and it would condemn the Old Testa- 
ment prophets and saints in general, and even the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself, who had occasion to say, “‘ who hath believed our report ?’” 
But, “‘ to the law and to the testimony,” we must resort ; “ if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them.” According to this standard, and not according to our suc- 
cess, must we all be tried in the great day. 

On the whole, so far as my observation has extended, there has 
been, and is, a strong tendency to Arminianism, and increased op- 
position to the doctrines of grace. The fundamental principles of 
Arminianism are strongly urged, and dwelt upon, and embraced, 
and the whole system seems to be fast coming in. Attachment to 
‘the Calvinistic doctrines, those doctrines which used to be consid- 
‘ered essential to revivals, is now inade a ground of reproach ; and 
.a disposition to insist upon them, is considered not only injudicious, 
ibut wrong. Though, indeed, if it were wrong, I do not think it ex- 
ists to such an extent in this region, as needs to create any alarm. 
‘Silence respecting them, while the contrary dectrines are inculcat- 
ed, would soon obliterate them from the churches. Selfishness is 
natural to fallen man; and if it is encouraged but indirectly, it will 
be very sure to prevail. That form of it which consists in the pur- 
suit of worldly good, may be strongly condemned, and that form of 
At which consists in making our eternal interest our great objeci, 
«pay be more deeply rooted and more extensively prevalent. ‘Ts.s 
_bas been the tendency of nearly all the instruction I have heard at 

such meetings, and of the whole system of measures pursued. The 
grand difficulty in the way of the sinner’s eonversion has been rep- 
_Tesented to be the love of worldly gratifications; and sinners have 
been exhorted to part with these for the joys of heaven. And, to 
submit te this, has been the self-denial to which sinners have been 
urged. Instead of being called upon to submit to the justice of 
God, they have been called upon to submit to be sured, as if every 
sinner did not already wish to be saved. ‘The glory of God is, in- 
deed, often spoken of; but it is the glory of his m+rcy, and not the 
glory of his justice and sovereigniy. And such a view is given of 
God and his glory as entirely suits the selfish heart. I do not re- 
member to have heared any warnings or cautions #.,«inst being de- 
geived with a selfish religion; and I suppose that su. ii) warnings and 
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cautions, if they should happen to be given by any, would be con- 
sidered out of place, and be strongly condemned, as my reading the 
experience of David Brainerd, once was, by some among you. 

This tendeney to Arminianism, in theory, in experience, and in 
practic, and this encouragement of selfish religion, to the ruin of souls, 
as I believe it is, is what I feel bound in duty not to promote, nor ap- 
prove, nor countenance. 

I could say more, my dear friends, on these subjects. I could 
give more examples of instruction, and more examples of measures, 
which seem to me full of error, and full of danger. I have but just 
touched upon some of the prominent points, that you may see some 
of the reasons why [ hesitate to comply with your request, as at 
present advised. It has not been my object to impeach the motives, 
or question the sincerity of others, who think differently. When I 
preach, I claim the right to preach my sentiments, a right which I 
am as ready to concede to others, as to claim for myself—expecting 
that beth they and we shall give account, each for his own senti- 
ments and practices, before the judgment sea‘ of Christ. 

These thoughts have been thrown together in haste, in the little 
scraps of time that I could command from my other engagements, 
and may not have all that connection and clearness, which is desir- 
able. And on this account, I trust, you will pardon any defects of 
this kind which you may discover, and believe me to be, with sincere 
affection, Your friend and servant in the gospel, 


WILLIAM R. WEEKS. 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
IMPORTANCE OF DIVINE REVELATION. 


Ir is very desirable, that rational creatures should be acquainted 
with the character and government of God. Ignorant of these, they 
must forever remain in doubt respecting his will and theirduty. Hence, 
whatever revelation to his creatures, God has been pleased to make, 
should be greatfully received, and dilligently improved. That God, 
in the works of creation and order of nature, has made displays of 
his power, wisdom and goodness, is generally admitted ; and many, 
rejecting the idea of a supernatural revelation, are ready to assert, 
that the light of nature is sufficient to guide mankind in their relig- 
ious investigations, and to lead them in the way of truth and hap- 
piness. But, however accute the faculty of reason, and however 
bright the displays of God’s wisdom, power and goodness, in the 
works of creation; it is obvious, from many considerations, that 
mankind do stand in great need of a supernatural revelation, to dis- 
cover to them the will of God, and lead them in the path of duty. 

Were mankind in a state of holiness; had they never risen up in 
rebellion against their Maker, and plunged themselves into that 
state of sin and wretchedness, in which they are actually found; 
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they would, still, stand in great need of a supernatural revelation, 
to guide them in their duty toward God and their eonduct toward 
their fellow men. In discovering the perfection and beauty of 
God’s character, they might be convinced of their obligation to love 
him with supreme affection ; but they could never understand the 
manner, in which they were to worship him ; or how they should im- 
prove the talents, with which they were endowed. They could 
never learn, what would be their state in futurity, or how long 
God would continue them in existence. But, if man, in a state of 
perfect holiness, must so much need a supernatural revelation ;— 
how much more, in a fallen, sinful state! That mankind have sin- 
ned, will be denied by none, who do not deny the existence of vir- 
tue and vice. The history of the world is a history of rapine and 
bloodshed. Men, in all ages, have been guilty of the most abomi- 
nable wickedness. They have been “ hateful, and hating one an- 
other.” There have been in every period of the world, “ lawless 
and disobedient, ungodly and profone, murderers of fathers and 
murderers of mothers, manslayers, whoremongers, abusers of them- 
selves with mankind, men-stealers, liars, perjured persons, adulterers, 
thieves, covetous, drunkards, revilers and extortioners,” and those, 
who have committed every other species of wickedness. This, noone, 
acquainted with the history of mankind, can deny. These facts are 
continually coming within the limits of our own observation. We wit- 
ness daily exhibitions of the depravity of the human heart. We see 
our fellow men destroying themselves, by an abuse of the bounties of 
Providence. We see them aiding one another, in their progress to mis- 
ery, and final destruction. Al! these are incontestible proofs of the mor- 
al degradadation of mankind, and fully evince their fallen condition. 
In this state, they have need of a guide; and of a guide superior to: 
the light of nature ; and without which, they must ever remain ignor- 
ant of the most important subjects respecting God and themselves. 

1. Destitute of a supernatura’ -evelation, mankind would never 
learn the true character of God. This is evident from fact. The 
blindness of the heart has ever disposed men to form the most ab-- 
surd and ridiculous notions respecting the Supreme Being. They 
have supposed him to be “ altogether such a one as themselves.’” 
Hence, the imaginary deities of the heathen world have been de- 
scribed as possessing all the haftful lusts and passions, and guilty 
of all that abominable wickedness, which may be attributed to de- 
praved mortals. ‘They have been represented as intriguing and 
fraudulent; as revengeful and debauched, and seeking every oppor- 
tunity to gratify their unhallowed desires. In portraying the char- 
acter of their gods, the heathen have given but a just description of 
wicked men and devils. ‘Their manner of worship, also, has clearly 
demonstrated, that they were totally ignerant of the Governor of the 
universe. ‘‘ They have sacrificed to devils, and not to God.”— 
Their ceremonies have been markef withcruelty and blood. They 
have endured the greatest sufferings; they have caused their chil- 
dren to pass through the fire; they have offered their own flesh, to- 
appease the wrath of their offended deities. Let infidels listen to 
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these facts ; let them take a survey of the heathen werld; let them 
visit the habitations of cruelty in every age of barbarous idolatry ; 
and then Ict them point to an individual, who, by the mere light of 
nature, ever entertained jnst and consistent notions of the Creator 
of the world. These are facts, which speak louder than the tongues of 
infidels; and if received with candor, would be sufficient to shut 
their mouths, and show them their extreme ignorance, folly and 
madness. But the state of the heathen world affords not the only 
proofs of my position. We may point toznfidels ina Christian land. 
They have denied the moral excellency of God. They have assert- 
ed, that he regards not the actions of men, whether good or evil.— 
They have rejected his government. They have denied his exist- 
ence. Deism is a wide step toward Atheism; and very few, who 
take this step, stop, till they have gone the whole length of the gross- 
est skepticism. Hume, Weishaupt and Voltaire did not become 
Atheists at once. They rejected Divine Revelation. They trust- 
ed in the light of nature. In the blindness of their hearts they rea- 
soned in madness and folly, blasphemed the Most High, denied his 
existence, and died like the fool. Hence, it appears, from incon- 
testible fact, that, destitute of a supernatural revelation, mankind 
would never learn the true character of God. 

2. As mankind, merely by the light of nature, would never learn 
the true character of God; so, without any other guide, they would 
ever be defficient in their knowledge of moral duty. Ignorance of 
moral duty is a natural consequence of forming wrong notions re- 
specting the character of God. Accordingly, we find, that, in heath- 
en countries, their forms of religious worship, and their conduct 
towards one another have corresponded with their notions respeet- 
ing their deities. Those gods, which are described as the most 
fierce and cruel, have been worshiped by the most distinguished 
acts of barbarity. Others, described as profligate, have been wore 
shiped by debauchery and drunkeness. ‘These ideas have prevail- 
ed through the heathen world; and not only among the most ignor- 
ant and barbarous nations, but among those, who have been the most 
refined and enlightened. The heathen philosophers, who pretended 
to teach morality, and give their whole time to the study of nature, 
inculcated doctrines no less inconsistent and ridiculous. They 
mistook vice for virtue, and put darkness for light. ‘‘ Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools.” In confirmation of this 
sentiment, we may consider the doctrines of Seneca, Aristottle and 
Cicero. We may take into view the pernicious principles in- 
culcated by the Epicurian and Stoic philosophers. ‘These were 
some of the most celebrated in the heathen world. They were set 
up as teachers of morality. They professed to guide mankind in 
the way of truth and duty. But the doctrines they taught were the 
seeds of misery and destruction. Their ways were the ways of 
death, and their steps took hold on hell. A mere transcript of the 
doctrines and conduct of these philosophers have been the 
sentiments and characters of modern infidels. Paine was a notori- 
ous drunkard. Hume teaches the virtue of suicide, the importance 
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of adultery, if one would obtain all the advantages of life, and that 
no rewards or punishments cen be rationally expected beyond what 
is already kuown by experience and observation. The Hluminati 
declare, ‘‘ that God is nothing; that government is a curse, and au- 
thority an usurpation ; that civil society is the only apostasy of man; 
that chastity and natural affection are mere prejudices; and that rob- 
ery, theft, adultery, assassination, and crimes of like import are law- 
ful and even commendable.” Such were the moral duties incul- 
cated in the heathen world; and such the sentiments propagated 
by those, who boast of their superior reasoning powers, and declare 
the light of nature to be their only guide, in matters of Religion.— 
These testimonies sufficiently show the importance of Divine Reve- 
lation, to guide us in the things of religion, and lead us in the path 
of moral duty. 

3. Destitute of a supernatural revclation, mankind could never 
know whether God will pardon the transgressor. Infidels have en- 
deavored to maintain, that because God is a good being, he will not 
punish the sinner forever ; and one, of a very subtle turn, has assert- 
ed that the transgressor is never punished, except for his own good. 
But of this we have no proof. The analogy of nature is against it. 
Sin and misery have existed in every age of the world; and we can 
bring no conclusive reason why they may not exist forever. Man- 
kind might discover, that repentance, for every transgression, is an 
immediate duty; but they must also learn, that repentance could 
be no atonement for sin, nor heal the breach of the Divine Law.— 
If God is a good being, there is nothing in the light of nature to in- 
form us, that his goodness will not oblige him to punish the trans- 
gressor forever. ‘Che conduct of Adam, as recorded in Scripture, 
is what every one might reasonably expect. He could see no way, 
in which God could pardon him, consistently with the rectitude of 
his character. He hid himself, in despair, among the trees of the 
garden. Let the question be put to the Deist, how God can forgive 
sins, and yet be just? and his mouth must be shut. He can give 
no reason, that will stand the test of examination. Neither heathen 
philosophers, nor infidel writers have ever informed us on what 
ground the sins of men may be forgiven. ‘Phis they cannoi do; and 
they have fled from one subterfuge to another, till they have finally 
denied the sinfulness of man, and the existence of virtue and vice. 

The religion of nature is adapted to the state of innocent, but not 
to that of sinful beings. There must be a ransom for fallen man, 
or he be destined to destruction. In this state of wretchedness, 
what can the infidel do?) [He can discover no way of escape. — 
When his conscience is awakened, and his sins set in order before 
his eyes, he must give up all hope and abandon himself to complete 
desapair. Of this, we have numerous examples. Many have been 
willing to live infidels, but afraid todiec. Aroused by the stings of 
a guilty conscience, and about to launch into eternity, they have 
been constrained to call on that very Jesus, whom they had, before, 
so freely and frequently Llasphemed. Chesterfield, in lis last days, 
was a monument of wreichcdness. NRouseau sent for a confessor, 
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expressing his conviction of the destructive tendency of infidelity. 
Voltaire alternately blasphemed and prayed. Paine, after all his 
boldness, ridicule and blasphemy, was a subject of distraction and 
dismay. His courage fled; his weapons failed ; his refuges of lies 
were swept away, at the very time, when he most needed them.— 
He must give up the ghost, in despair, and run the risk of eternak 
wrath without a covering. 

4. The light ot nature affords no evidence of a ransom for souls, 
or a Mediator between God and man. This, infidels have never 
pretended to deny. If a Savior has been provided, it can be made 
known to us only by a supernatural revelation. ‘To the Bible, then, 
** the only sure word of prophecy,’ we must go, for information on 
this vastly important subject. The Bible teaches us, that God has 
found a ransom. It tells us, that he can be just, and forgive sins, 
through the sacrifice of his only begotten and well beloved Son; 
and that he, who believeth in him, shall have eternal life. 

5. The light of nature is insufficient to teach mankind what is be- 
yond the present life. The heathen have ever been in doubt and 
perplexity with regard to the immortality of the soul, and unable to 
prove, that death is not an eternal sleep. Their ideas, respecting a 
heaven and hell, have been as absurd and ridiculous as their notions 
of morality. From the light of nature, we have no knowledge of 
a resurrection from the dead. Or, if man exist in a future state, we 
cannot tell how God will deal with him. Itis only through the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ, that ‘‘ This pleasing hope, this fond desire, this 
longing after immortality” can be satisfied. Hence, Deists have 
more generally ridiculed the idea of a future state, than attempted 
to prove it. With all their boasted powers and depth of thought, 
they have virtually placed themselves on a level with the brutes that 
perish. They have resigned the glorious prospects of a future world, 
for the gloomy award of eternal forgetfulness. 

These considerations prove the importance of Divine Revelation ; 
and the facts-I have stated must afford conclusive evidence, that 
mankind do stand in great need of such an invaluable guide. 

PHILO-BIBLOS. 


MIRACLES. 


Tue following article, written some years since by Doctor Em- 
mons, and published in connection with several others on the “ evi- 
dences of Revealed Religion,” from members of Mendon Associa- 
tion, is probably in the hands of but very few readers of the Tele- 
graph, and so far as I can learn, never had a very general circula- 
tion. It is, however, one of the Doctor’s sterling Dissertations, and 
deserves to be studied by both Christians and skeptics, in these days 
of abounding infidelity. ‘That it may be in possession of my readers, 
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and have opportuuity to exert a more extensive influence, it is now 
thrown into the pages of the Telegraph. Epiror. 


THE EVIDENCE IN FAVOR OF REVEALED RELIGION, 
ARISING FROM MIRACLES. 


Ir appears, from the preceding chapter, that mankind stand in 
need of a divine revelation. ‘I'he next inquiry, of course, is, wheth- 
er the Bible, which we have in our hands, contain such a revelation. 
All must acknowledge, who have read the Sacred Volume, that it 
cemes to us under a divine signature, and claims to be the Word of 
God. This claim is not founded upon the bare declaration of the 
Sacred Writers; but upon the Miracles which were wrought, to 
prove their divine mission. ‘To give this argument in favor of re- 
vealed religion its proper force, we shall, first, fix and determine the 
nature of miracles ; then point out the professed purpose, for which 
they were wrought; and, in the last place, make it appear, that they 
sufficiently answer the end proposed. 

1. Weare to explain the nature of miracles, These have been 
very differently defined by different authors. But without spending 
time to examine their definitions, it may be sufficient to say, that 
a miracle is an effect wrought by God himself, out of the common 
course of nature. 

Though, in a loose sense, men may be said to work miracles ; yet, 
in a strict and proper sense, they are the immediate production of 
the Deity. In this light, they are uniformly represented in script- 
ure. ‘he miracles of our Savior are expressly ascribed to God.— 
“* Ye men of Israel, hear these words, Jesus of Nazareth, a man ap- 
proved of God among you by miracles, and wonders, and signs, 
‘which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also 
know.”’ It is plainly said, that “God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul.” And it is no less plainly said, that God 
wrought miracles in favor of the other Apostles. ‘‘ How shall we 
escape if we neglect so great salvation; which at first began to be 
‘spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that 
heard him; God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 
wonders, and with divers miracles.” Agreeably to these represen- 
taions, those who are said to work miracles disclaim their own, and 
acknowledge the divine agency, in their production. Christ, speak- 
ing of his own miracles, expressly declares, ‘‘'The Father, that 
dwelleth in me, ke doeth the works.’’ Peter and John disclaim the 
honor of curing the impotent man, and ascribe it to him, to whom 
alone it was justly due. ‘‘ Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? 
‘Or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or 
holiness we had made this man towalk? The God of Abraham and 
of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son 
Jesus—And his name, through faith in his name, hath made this 
man strong, whom ye see and know: Yea, the faith which is by him 
hath given this perfect soundness in the presence ofyouall.” The 
ancient prophets also disclaimed the power of working miracles, and 
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in the same manner ascri»ed it to God. When Pharaoh said unto 
Joseph, [ have heard say of thee, that thou canst understand adream, 
to interpret it; Joseph replied, “ It is zof in me: God shall give 
Pharaoh an answer of peace.” And when Nebuchadnezzar said 
unto Daniel, “* Art thou able to make known unto me the dream 
which I have seen, and the interpretation thereof? Daniel answer- 
ed in the presence of the king, and said, There is a God in heaven 
that revealeth secrets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnez- 
zar what shall be in the latter days: But as for me, this secret is 
not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have more than any liv- 
ing.” 

The manner in which miracles were produced, further shows, 
that they were wrought by the finger of God. There was no natu- 
ral connection between the miracles of Moses and his own exer- 
tions. His throwing down his rod, had no natural.tendency to turn 
it into a serpent ; and his taking it up, had no natural tendency to 
turn it into a rod again. ‘There was no natural connection between 
the sound of ram’s horns, and the falling of the walls of Jerico.— 
And Elisha’s casting a stick into the water, was no natural efficient 
cause of the young prophet’s ax rising and swimming upon the sur- 
face. In all these instances, the miracles were immediately owing 
to a divine agency. And the manner, in which Christ and the 
apostles wrought miracles, equally discovers the immediate hand of 
God. Our Savior did but say to the sea, Be still, and it was still. 
He did but say to the leper, Be thou clean; and immediately the 
leprosy departed from him. He did but say to the young man, 
whom they were carrying to the grave, J say unto thee arise; and 
he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. He did but say to 
Lazarus, Come forth; and he that was dead came forth, bound hand 
and foot with grave clothes. Our Lord told his apostles, that they 
might work miracles in the same manner, and if they only said, in 
faith, to this or that mountain, Be thou removed and cast into the 
sea, the miraculous effect should instantly follow. Now, this man- 
ner of working miracles, by a word's speaking, is a clear evidence, 
that they were wrought by him, who said, Let there be light, and 
there was light; that is, by God himself. ‘The prophets and apos- 
tles were only the occasion, and not the efficient cause of the mira- 
cles, which are ascribed to them. No natural, nor even delegated 
power of their own, had the least influence in producing a miracu- 
lous effect. This was wholly owing to the immediate power and 
agency of the Deity, who strictly speaking, in every instance, wrought 
the miracle. 

It is, now, time to consider the last branch of our definition 
which is, that a miracle must be wrought, not only by God himself, 
but out of the common course of nature. God has been pleased to 
prescribe a rule of conduct to himself, according to which he com- 
monly operates, in governing the affairs of the world. And so long 
as he acts agreeably to this rule, no elifects, which he produces, 
however great or wonderful, can be properly cailed miracles. But, 
whenever he departs from the common course of nature, and pro- 
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duces any effect, that effect is really a miracle. Accordnigly we 
find, that all the miracles. which are recorded in scripture,were ap- 
parently wrought, out of the common course of nature. It was out 
of God’s usuai course of conduct, to cause the Red sea to divide, 
roll back, and stand still, while his people passed over on dry ground. 
It was out of God’s usual course of conduct, to preserve Daniel in 
the lions den, and the three worthies in the burning fiery furnace. 
And it was contrary to every known law of nature, for Christ to 
cure the lame, heal the sick, and raise the dead, by-a word’s speak- 
ing. Thus, according to scripture, a miracle is an effect, wrought 
by God himseif, out of the common course of nature. 

But against this definition it may be objected, in the first place, 
that we are not ‘fully acquainted with the laws of nature, and, there- 
fore, we cannot absolutely determir “hen God dues, or does not, 
act agreeably to them. 

It is true, indeed, we cannot comprehend the utmost bounds 
of nature, and, of consequence, cannot determine, in all cases, 
whether the laws of nature are superseded, or not. But it would be 
very absurd to infer from this, that there are noplain cases, in which 
we can easily and clearly determine, that the laws of nature are sus- 
pended or counteracted. We often meet with doubtful cases in seeing, 
hearing, and reasoning; but we never infer from these, that there 
are no plain cases, in which we know, that we see and hear and 
reason according to truth. Supposing we cannot determine, wheth- 
er there was any thing contrary to nature, in the cures which 
were wrought in the pool of Bethesda; yet, this does not prove, 
that we cannot determine, that there was something contrary to na- 
ture, in God’s dividing the Red Sea, and in Christ’s raising the dead 
to life. ‘Though we cannot fix the precise boundaries of nature ; 
yet we can determine, in plain cases, when it is really counteract- 
ed. We know, for instance, that it is the nature of fire to consume 
human bodies ; and, therefore, we know, that nature was controll- 
ed, in the preservation of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, in 
the burning fiery furnace. Hence our definition of a miracle is 
just and accurate; though there may be doubtfui cases, in which it 
may be difficult to draw the line exactiy, between natural and su- 
pernatural effects. 

But still some may say, Did not the magicians work miracles ?— 
Did not God suppose that a prophet or dreamer of dreams might 
arise among his people, and give a sign or a wonder? Did not 
Christ foretel the coming of false prophets, who should show great 
signs and wonders, so as to deceive, were it possible, the very elect ? 
And did not Joh represent the Beast, which he foretold, as making 
fire come down from heaven, in the sizht.of men, and deceiving the 
inhabitants of the earth, by the miracles which he performed ?— 
These representations seem to refute the notion, thai none but God 
can work miracles. 

A very few observations are sufficient to remo:e this plausible 
objection. 

1. It must be allowed, that there is a difference between true 
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miracles, and all those things, which only resemble them. Let any 
definition be given of a miracle, and it must be true, that there is 
a difference between a miracle, and any thing, which only carries 
the appearance of it. So chat all must allow, that there is a differ- 
ence between true and false miracles; or, in other words, between 
real miracles, and all those things, which only resemble them.— 
This distinction is made in the Bible. Ezekiel declares, concern- 
ing the false prophets, “‘‘They have seen vanity and lying divina- 
tion.” And thus appeals to them for the truth of his declaration : 
“* Have ye not seen a vain vision, and have ye not spoken a lying 
divination?’ Paul likewise, represents the Man of Sin as having 
power to perform signs and lying wonders, that is, false miracles. 
According to scripture as well as reason, there must be a difference 
between tric miracles and false. But, 

*2. There can be ro other distinction, between true and false 
miracles, then ‘his; Z'rve miracles are wrought by God and false 
miracles aze wrought by creatures. Foz God iodo only that, which 
any creatvre ca: do, is no miracle ; because by doing what creat- 
ures are able tc do, he coes not discover his owa power, or interpo- 
sition. And to suppose that creatures can perform miracles, is 
to suppose, that there is no real perceptivle difference, between a 
miracle and a common action. For, upor this supposition, a mir- 
acle, as well as 2 commen action, ts performed, by that power which 
is natural to creatures. And one exertion of mere natural power 
is no more a miracle than another. Hence, there is nothing that 
men can do by, their natural power, which deserves the name of a 
miracle. And, for the same reason, nething can be called a mira- 
cle, whica Saian is able to do by (és natural power. So that no 
creatures whatever can work miracles. But if no creatures 
can work miracles, then miracles must be such effects as are 
wrought, by the immediate power and agency of God, out of the us- 
ual course of his operation. According!ty we find, that the script- 
ure distinguishes true mizacles from false, by ascribing true miracles 
to God and false miracles, or lying wonders, to created agents.— 
The miracles of Moses are ascribed to God; but the miracles of the 
magicians to their enchantments. And the magicians themselves 
made the same distinction. When lice were produced, they said 
unto Pharaoh, “ Tits is the finger of God.” Paul ascribes the false 
miracles of the Man of Sin to the agency of Satan. ‘‘ And then 
shall that Wicked be revealed—whose coming is after the working 
of Satan, with all power, and signs, and lying wonders.” And 
the apostle John ascribes these same signs and lying wonders to the 
operation of the devil. ‘ And I saw three unclean spirits, like 
frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth 
of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false peophet. Fur they 
are the spirits of devils working miracles.” Now, it there be a dis- 
tinction between ¢rue miracles and false; and if all miracles and 
signs, which are wrought by wicked men or devils, are false mira- 
cles, or lying wonders; then, it necessarily follows, that all true 
wiracles are the immediate production of the Deity, or effects, 
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wrought by God himself, out of the common course of nature. The 
way is now prepared, 

II. To point out the professed purpose, for which miracles were 
wrought. We must suppose, that God had some important purpose 
to answer, by stepping out of the usual course of his operation, and 
controlling the laws of nature. And if we look into the Bible, we 
shall find that the great design, which God expressly proposed, in 
working miracles, was to attest the divine mission of those, whom 
he authorised to bear his messages to mankind. Here we may ob- 
serve, 

1. This purpose was expressly proposed, at the time when mira- 
cles were wrought. God promised Moses and Aaron, that he would 
attest their divine mission to Pharaoh; whenever he should call for 
their credentials. ‘‘ And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, 
saying, When Pharaoh shal! speak unto you, saying, Shewa mira- 
cle for you; then thou shalt say unto Aaron, Take thy rod, and 
cast it before Pharaoh, and it shall become a serpent.” And when 
God came down upon mount Sinai, with majesty and great glory, 
it was to give a clear and striking testimony to the divine mission 
of Moses. ‘‘ And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee 
in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with thee, 
and believe thee forever.” A.ttez Etijan had publicly professed to be 
a true prophet, he prayed to Cod ic confirm his profession, by a 
special miracle. “ And it came to pass at ihe time of the offering 
of the evening sacrifice, that Mlijah the prophet came neay, and said,. 
Lord God cf :.braham, Isaac, and of Jaccb, !et it be known this day 
that thou art Cod in Isracl, and that “ @m thy servant, and that I 
have done all these things ai thy wora.” God neacd this his request, 
and attested his divine mission, before all the people, by miraculous- 
ly consuming the sacrifice prepared. The miracies of Christ are 
expressly said to be attestations of '.:s divine authoriiy. “ Ye men 
of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazereth, a man approved of 
God amorg you, by miracles, and wonders, and signs, which God did 
by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know.” When: 
Peter went to Cornelius, he egain asserted, that God had borne pub- 
lic testimony to the divine mission of Christ, by miracles. ‘ Then 
Peter opened his mouth and said—‘ihe word which God sent unto- 
the children of Israel, pzeaching peace by Jesus Christ; he is Lord 
of all: That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout 
all Judea, and began inGalilee, after the baptism, which John preach- 
ed ; How God anointed Jesus of Nazereth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power: Who went about doing good, and healing all that were pos- 
sessed of the devil: For God was with him.” And as God attested the di- 
vine mission of Christ, by miracles; so Christ gave the same kind of 
attestation to the divine mission of the apostles. ‘ And he said unto 
them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature. So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was 
received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. And 
they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word with signs following.” With this 





MIRAELES. [| Dec 





gerees the account civen of Paul and Darnabas, while they contin- 


ved at Leontuin. ‘Tuoug true therefore abode they, speaking bold- 
Wy in the Lord, eho caer destavovy unto the word of his grace, and 
| llence it 
appears, that the professed purpose, for which miracles were wrought, 


) ? 


grantcd signs wud woceers to be Cone by their hands.’ 
i 

under both the Jewisi: and Christian dispensation, was to attest the 

divine mission Gf these, whoni God authorised to reveal his will to 

the children of men. And this leads us tu observe, 

2. ‘That the prophets, Christ, and the apostles, appealed to mira- 
cles, as the highest credentials of their divine mission. We have 
already seen, that Moses and Hlijish appealed to miracles, to prove 
that they were sent oi God, to reveal lis wii and plead his cause.— 
Our Savior likewise appealed to his miracles, as the highest creden- 
tials of his mediatorial character and conduct. When John sent 
two of his disciples to Jesus, tu inquire whether he was the promis- 
ed Messiah; instead of saying in so many words, that he was the 
Christ, he referred thei to his miracles, as the highest proof of it. 
* And Joho calling unto him two of his disciples, sent them to Je- 
sus, saying, Art thou he that should come? Or look we for another ? 
Then Jesus answering, said unto them, Go your way, and tell John 
what things ye have seen and heard, how that the blind see, the 
lame walk, the lepers are clen-ed, the deaf hear, the dead are rais- 
ed, to the poor the gospel is preached.” When the scribes scru- 
pled his authority to forgive sins, he wrought a miracle to prove it. 
* And Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, Wherefore think ye evil 
in your hearts? for whether is easier? to say, ‘Thy sins be forgiv- 
en thee ; or to say, Arise, and walk? But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he, 
to the sick of the palsy) Arise take up thy bed, and go unto thine house. 
And he arose and departed unto his house. But when the mul- 
titudes saw it they marvelled, and glorified God, who had given such 
power untomen. When the Jews accused him of blasphemy, for 
claiming to be the Son of God, he appealed to his miracles to prove 
the propriety of his claim. ‘If ido not the works of my Father, 
believe me not. But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the 
works.” And to confirm the same truth, he said again to the Jews ; 
** Believe me, that I am in the Father ,and the Father in me: Or 
else believe me for the very works’ sake.” Upon the occassion of 
his curing the impotent man on the Sabbath, he once more vindi- 
cated his divine authority and mission, by appealing first to the tes- 
timony of John, and then to the testimony of his miracles. “ But I 
have greater witness than that of John; for the works which the 
Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do bear wit- 
ness of me, that the Father hath sent me.” Peter and John appeal- 
ed to a miracle wrought in their favor, to confirm the divine author- 
ity, by which they preached the gospel, and acted in the name of 
Christ. ‘Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, 
Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Israel, if we this day be ex- 
amined of the good deed done to the impotent man, by what means 
he is made whole; be it known unto you all, and to all the people 
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of Israel, that by the name of Jesus of Nazereth, whom ye crucified, 
whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand 
before you whole.” When this siopped the mouths of their adver- 
saries, who durst only threaten them, they took courage, and pray 
ed, that the testimony of miracles might still attend their preaching. 
“* Now, Lord, behold their threatenings: And grant unto thy ser+ 
vants that with all boldness they may speak thy word, by stretching 
forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by 
thy holy child Jesus.” Paul, the last of the apostles, appealed once 
and again to his miracles, as the infallible evidence of his apostle- 
ship, which was frequently called in question. ‘'l'o the Romens he 
says, “I will not dare to speak of any of those things which Christ 
hath not wrought by me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word 
and deed, through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the 
Spirit of God ; so that from Jerusalem and round about unto IIlyri- 
cum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ.’’ And to convince 
the Corinthians of the reality of his divine mission, he was obliged 
to appeal to his miracles, the proper and acknowledged signs of an 
apostle. ‘Iam become a fool in glorying; Ye have compelled 
me: For I ought to have been commended of you; For in nothing 
am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I am nothing.— 
Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all pa- 
tience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” 

It is now sufficiently evident, we trust, that miracles were wrought 
for the professed purpose of proving the divine mission of those, 
whom God sent to reveal his will to the children of men. This ap- 
pears from the plain declarations of scripture, and from the conduct 
of the prophets, of Christ, and of the apostles, who constantly ap- 
pealed to miracles as the highest credentials of their divine mission 
and authority, to speak and act in the name of the living and true 
God. It only remains to make it appear, 

IIf. That miracles answer the end for which they were de- 
signed. 

What we mean by this proposition is, that miracles carry such 
evidence of the truth and divinity of the Scriptures, as ought to con- 
vince us, that they are the word of God. It is true, the evidence 
of miracles, as well as any other external evidence of the inspiration 
of the Scriptures, may be disregarded, and of consequence disbe- 
lieved. It is not pretended, therefore, that miracles give irresistible 
evidence of revealed religion; but only such evidence as 1s suffic- 
ient to convince every one, who examines it with attention and can- 
dor. But before we proceed to ilustrate this point, it seems neces- 
sary to meet the enemies of divine revelation in the threshold, and 
to premise, that the miracles which are recorded in Scripture are as 
credible, or worthy to be believed, as any other facts, which are re- 
lated in the Bible, or in any other ancient history. ‘They were ad- 
dressed to men’s eyes, and ears, and understandings. ‘They were 
performed in the face of day, in the most public places, and in the 
most public manner. And they were of such an uncommon and 
extraordinary nature, as to excite the curiosity and attention of bath 
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friends and foes. These circumstances put it into the power of the 

spectators to examine their reality. The miracles of Moses were 

exhibited before the king, and court, and wise men of Egypt ;— 

which gave them the fairest opportunity of satisfying themselves, 

whether they were realities, or mere delusions. ‘he miracle of 
Elijah was wrought before the prophets and priests, and people of 
Israel, who, with one consent and with aloud voice, proclaimed 

their belief of the fact. The miracles, which were wrought in fa-- 
vor of Daniel and the three worthies, were exhibited in the most. 
public manner, and before vast multitudes of spectators. Our Sa-- 
vior’s miracles were performed on public and solemn occasions, and 

in the presence of friends and enemies. He raised Lazarus and 

the widows son from the dead, before large collections of people.— 

And Peter cured the impotent man at the gate of the temple, in the 

midst of the rulers and people of Israel. And in all these instances, . 
the beholders were constrained to acknowledge the reality of the 

miracles. Besides, there was another circumstance, which greatly 

increased the credibility of the miracles that are recorded in the Bi- 

ble. They were never wrought on slight and trivial occasions, but 

only when some end, worthy of the Deity, required his immediate: 
interposition and exertion. By leaving out this single circumstence,, 
a late writer has endeavored to destroy the importance, and conse- 
quently the credibility of miracles. He has this shrewd remark : 

“‘ Suppose I were to say, that when I sat down to write this book,,. 
a hand presented itselfin the air, took up the pen and wrote every 
word that is herein written ; would any one believe me ? Certainly 

they would not.’’ It is granted they would not believe him; and for 

this plain reason, the occasion did not require the interposition of 

the Deity. But this cannot be said in respect to the miracles,. 
which are recorded in scripture. They were wrought on important 
occasions, which required the interposition of the immediate hand 

of heaven. It was highly becoming the Supreme Being to attest 
the divine mission of Moses and the prophets, of Christ and the 
apostles, whom he sent to accomplish the most interesting and im- 
portant designs. Thi. consideration gives a credibility to scripture 
miracles, which cannot be found in the strange and wonderful things 
related by profane authors. And notwithstanding some weak and 
superficial writers, in favor of infidelity, have called in question the 
existence of the miracles, which are recorded in the Bible; yet Jo- 
sephus, Celsus, and Julian, the most learned and bitter enemies of 
the Christian religion, have frankly acknowledged their truth and 
reality. We may rely upon it, therefore, that the miracles, which 
are related in scripture, did actully exist. This being premised, we 
proceed to observe, 

1. The mirac!es of the prophets, of Christ, and of the apostles, 
carried as much evidence of their divine mission, as mankind ever 
required. Pharaoh required no higher evidence, that Moses came 
from God, than his working miracles. It seems to have been a giv- 
en point with the people of Israel, that if Elijah wrought a real miracle, 
he was the true prophet of the Lord. And the Jews in general expect- 
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-ed the Messiah, when he came, would exhibit no higher evidence 
of his divine mission, than that of miracles. This they acknowl- 
edged on a certain occasion, by saying, ‘‘ When Christ cometh, 
will he do more miracles than these which this man hath done?” Be- 
sides ; his enemies freqnently desired and required him to produce 
‘the testimony of miracles, in favor of his divine mission and author- 
ity. Once they said, ‘“‘ What sign shewest thou, that we may see, 
and believe thee?’ Once they said, ‘‘ Master, we would see a sign 
from thee.” And they repeatedly desired him, “ that he would 
‘shew them a sign from heaven.” Men had a right to expect and 
require this evidence of the divine mission of the prophets, Christ 
and the apostles ; and when they exhibited this evidence in their 
favor, every person ought to have been entirely satisfied with it. It 
is, therefore, the dictate of common sense, that those divine teach- 
ers gave clear and sufficient evidence of their divine mission, by the 
miracles which they wrought. 
2. Their miracles actually convinced many of their divine mis- 
sion. The Jewish nation in general were convinced, “ that God 
spake unto Moses.” Many individuals believed, that Christ was 
sent of God. His first miracle “ manifested forth his glory, and his 
disciples believed on him. While he attended the passover at Jeru- 
salem, “ many believed in his name, when they saw the miracles which 
he did.” His miracles convinced Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews, 
of his divine mission. ‘Rabbi, says he, we know that thou art a 
teacher come from God: For no man can do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with him.” His giving sight to the man born 
blind raised a dispute about the evidence of miracles, and finally 
discovered the conviction, which that miracle carried to the minds 
-of the candid. ‘‘ Therefore said some of the Pharisees, ‘This man 
is not of God, because he keepeth not the Sabbath day. Others 
said, How can a man that is a sinner dosuch miracles? And there 
was a division among them. They say unto the blind man again, 
What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He said, 
He is a prophet. Then said they unto him, Give God the praise ; 
we know that this man is a sinner. He answered and said, Wheth- 
er he be a sinner or no, [ know not: One thing | know, that where- 
as I was blind now I see. Then said they to him again, What 
did he to thee? How opened he thine eyes? He answered them, I 
have told you already, and ye did not hear: Wherefore would you 
hear it again? Will ye also be his disciples? Then they reviled 
him and said, Thou art his disciple; but we are Moses’s disciples. 
We know that God spake unto Moses: As for this fellow, we know 
not from whence he is. The man answered and said unto them, 
Why, herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know not from whence 
the is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. Since the world began 
‘was it not heard that anv man opened the eyes of one born blind. 
If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.” Christ raised 
Lazarus from the grave, after he had been dead four days, witha 
view to make men believe his divine mission, and he factually ac- 
complished his purpose. ‘The account is this: ‘‘ Then they took 
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away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Je- 
sus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast 
heard me. And | know that thou hearest mealways: But because 
of the people which stand by, I said it that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me. Aud when he had thus spoken, he cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth 
bound hand and foot with grave clothes: And his face was bound: 
about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let: 
him go. Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had 
seen the things which Je asus did, dedicved on him. But some of them 
went their ways to the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus 
had done. Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees a 
council, and said, Viviat do we? For this man doth many mir- 
acles. If we let him thus alone; all men will believe on him: And 
the Romans wil) come and take away both our place and nation.” 
The miracles of the a carried equal conviction to the specta- 
tors, who were equally prejudiced against them. ‘The Jewish coun- 
cil, who arraigned Peter and John before them, for healing the man 
lame fro:a his mother’s womb, were fully convinced of their divine 
mission, by the evidence of that miracle. ‘ Now when they saw the 
boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearn- 
ed and ignorant men, they marvelled, and they took knowledge of 
them that they had been with Jesus. And beholding the man 
which was healed standing with them, they could say nothing against. 
it. But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the coun- 
cil, they conferred among themselves, saying, What shall we do with 
these men? For that indeed a notable miracle has been done by 
them is manifest;to all them that divell in Jerusalem ; end we cannot 
deny it.” There is another instance of the convincing evidence of. 
miracles, which is related in the eighth of Acts. ‘ Then Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them. And 
the people with one accord gave heed u:ito those things which Phil- 
ip spake, hearing and seeing.the miracles which he did. Then 
Simon himself belicved also: And when he was baptized, he contin- 
ued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles and signs 
which were done.” It appears from these facts, that the miracles 
of the prophets, Christ, aud the apostles, did actually convince, both 
friends and foes, that they were teachers come from God. 

3. Their miracles carried such evidence of their divine authority, 
as none of their: powerful and subtle enemies could gainsay or de- 
stroy. Men of corrupt minds used all their power and art to de- 
stroy their credentials; but they were unable to accomplish their 
malignant purpose. ‘Ihe mazicians, at first, confronted the miracles 
of Moses, with their enchautments ; but they were finally constrain- 
ed to acknowlckge the finger of God in favor of the prophet. The 
prophets of Baal attempted to destroy the authority of Elijah; but 
the miracle, which they labored in vain to produce, and which he 
actually wrought, compietely destroyed their credit, and established 
his own. The miracles of Christ put to silence both men and dev- 
is. And though_some presumed to imitate the miracles of the apos- 
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tles: yet they met with that shame, reproach, and disappointment, 
which they justly deserved. Let us read the account. ‘ And God 
wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul; so that from his 
body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the 
diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out of them. 
Then, certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to 
call over them which had evil spirits, the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying,we adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. Aud there were 
seven sons of one Sceva a Jew, and chief of the priests, which “id 
so. And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus [ know, and Paul 
I know; but who are ye?) And the man in whom the evil spirit 
was, leaped on them, and overcame them, and prevailed against 
them, so that they fled out of the house naked and wounded. And 
this was kuown to all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephe- 
sus. And fear fell on them all; and the name of the Lord was 
magnified. And many that bclicrcd came and confessed, and sheu- 
ed their deeds. Many also of them which used curious arts brought 
thiir books together, and burned them before al! men, and they count- 
ed the price of them, and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.— 
So mightily grew the word of God, and prevailed.” Thus effectual- 
ly did miracles answer the purpose for which they were wrought.— 
They triumphed over all opposition; exposed the delusions of Sa- 
tan: and constrained even diviners and sorcerers, to believe the 
truth and divinity of the gospel. 

4. Miracles pledge the divine veracity ; and therefore infallibly 
prove the divine mission of those, in whose favor they are wrought. 
We have shown, that they are produced by the finger God, and for 
the professed purpose of confirming the divine mission of those, 
whom he authorises to reveal his will. Hence miracles have the 
nature of a ¢estimony and do actually pledge the divine veracity. 
God assured Moses, when he sent him to Pharaoh, that he would 
confirm his mission, by miracles. And Christ gave the same assur- 
ance to his disciples, when he sent them to preach the gospel.— 
“ Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them pow- 
er and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent 
them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.” All the 
true prophets and apostles had the promise of God, that he would 
work miracles, to manifest to the world, that he sentthem. Accord- 
ingly, they had a right to call upon God to work miracles, to con- 
firm their divine mission. ‘This right Elijah exercised, when Aha- 
ziah sent a band of soldiers to apprehend him. ‘f Then the king 
sent unto him a captain of filiy, with his fifty. And he went up to 
him. And behold he sat on the top of a hill. And hespake unto 
him, Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down. And Eli- 
jah answered, and said to the captain of filty, Jf 2b: « man of God, 
then let fire come down from heaven, and consu:e thee and thy 
fifiv. And there came fire from heaven, and const d him and his 
fifty.” Elijah called upon God to fulfill his prow se, and confirm 
his mission, ‘This miracle was the fulfillment of G's promise, and 
pledged his veracity, that Elijah was his prophet. J:.! so, when God 
wroncrhe - wiracle in favar af anv nranhet or apos.ic: } e said, by his 
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conduct, which spake louder than words, ‘* T’his is my servent ; hear 
ye him.” Heuce, God is said to bear witness to the divine mission 
of Christ and of the apostles, by giving them his own testimony of 
miracles. Christ says, ‘‘ 1 have greater witness than that of John: 
For the works which the Father hath given me to finish, the same 
works that I do, bear witness of me, that the Father hath sent me.” 
And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of 
me.’ And of the apostles it is said, that ‘‘ God did bear them witness, 
both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles.” A witness 
pledges his veracity. And when God witnessed the divine mission 
of Christ and of the apostles, he pledged his own veracity. Hence 
the evidence of miracles is the most plain, obvious, and infalliable 
proof of the divine mission of the prophets, of Christ, and of the 
apostles, that an infinitely wise and powerful and faithful God could 
give to them, and to those to whom they were sent. It is now nec- 
essary to observe, once more, 

5. That this infalliable proof of revealed religion is perpetual, and 
justly claims the beliefofall, whoenjoy the Bible. Some, who seem to 
allow, that miracles might be a temporary proof of revealed religion ; 
yet deny that they can be a standing evidence of divine revelation. 
A late retailer of infidelity presumes to say, ‘ A miracle could be 
but a thing of the moment, and seen but by a few; after this, it re- 
quires a transfer of faith from God to man, to believe a miracle 
upon man’s report. Instead, therefore, of admitting the recitals of 
miracles, as evidence of any system of religion being true, they ought 
to be considered as symptoms of its being fabulous.” This repre- 
sentation is extremaly unjust and fallacious ; because it confounds 
ideas, which ought to be kept entirely distinct. The existence of 
miracles is one thing; and the evidence, which their existence af- 
fords, in favor of revealed religion, is another. Our belief, that 
miracles did really exist, must depend upon human testimony ; but 
our belief, that they prove a divine mission, must depend upon di- 
vine testimony. We must believe the reality of miracles, upon the 
report of those, who saw them performed ; and they believed the 
existence of the miracles, which they saw performed, upon the tes- 
timony of their own eyes, and ears, and other senses. The belief 
of the existence of miracles, in both these cases, is wholly founded 
upon human testimony, without any transfer of faith, from God to. 
man. Now, this being true, it is easy to see, that miracles afford 
us precisely the same evidence of a divine mission, that they afford- 
ed the spectators themselves The sacred writers have told us what 
miracles were wrought in favor of the prophets, of Christ, and ofthe 
apostles ; and now we have a just right and fair opportunity to judge, 
whether those miracles did really prove their divine mission. The 
miracles, which were wrought in favor of Moses, give us the same 
evidence of his being sent of God, that they gave to Pharaoh, and 
others, who saw them. The miracles, which were wrought in fa- 
vor of Christ, give us the same evidence of his being the promised 
Messiah, and Savior of the world, that they gave to the apostles, 
and the rest of the spectators of them. And the miracles, which 
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were wrought in favor of the apostles, give us the same evidence of 
their divine mission, that they gave to those, before whom they were 
actually wrought. Hence, if Pharaoh ought to believe the divine 
mission of Moses ; then, we ogght to believe it. If the Jews ought 
to believe the divine mission of Christ ; then, we ought to believe it. 
And if the Gentiles ought to believe the divine mission of the apos- - 
tles; then, we ought to believe it. The distance of time and place 
does not diminish the divine testimony of miracles, in favor of re- 
vealed religion. It comes to us, attested by the finger of God ; and 
those, who disbelieve it, we have no reason to think, would be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The following is from a paper published in a slave-holding State. 
‘Shame on the states that profess to be free! When will there be 
‘such a thing as manhood north of Mason and Dixon’s line? 


From the St. Louis (Miss.) Observer. 


“ ALEXANDRIA AND NEW ORLEANS PACKETS—Brig 
Tribune, Sam. C. Boush, master, will sail as above on the Ist of 
January; brig Isaac Franklin, Wm. Smith, master, on the 15th of 
February. They will continue to leave this port on the Ist and 15th 
of each month throughout the shipping season. ‘They are all ves- 
sels of the first class, commanded by experienced and accommodat- 
ing officers, will at all times go up the Mississippi by steam, and ev- 
ery exertion used to promote the interest of shippers and comfort of 
passengers. Shippers may prevent disappointment by having their 
bills of lading ready the day previous to sailing, as they will go 
promptly at the time. 

Servants, that are intended to be shipped, will at any time be re- 
ceived for safe-kecping at 25 cents per day. 

JOHN ARMFIELD. 


Alexandria, December 29th. 


The above advertisement is copied from the National Intelligen- 
cer. The vessels here advertised are slave vessels, and the {name 
signed is that ofa noted slave driver. And the whole business is 
carried on under the sanction of the Congress of the United States. 
Our feelings do indeed boil up in our heart as we think of this, but 
we intend to be calm in what we shall say. And we ask in the 
name of justice and humanity, wherein consists the difference of 
the slave trade between the District of Columbia and New Orleans, 
or between Bassa Cove and New Orleans? The following is a fair 
statement of the two cases. 

Mr. Armfield fits out a vessel, sails to the coast of Africa, goes to- 
a savage chieftain and says to him, “ If you will bring me so many 
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negroes, I will give you so much apiece for them.” Whereupon 
the savage collects a band of his followers, marches off to the ham- 
let of some neighboring tribe, the unoffending inhabitants of which 
he surprises in the silent hours of midnight, burns their dwellings, 
seizes indiscriminstely upon the desired number of victims, taking 


here a husband and there a wife, here a son and there a father, 
bears them off to the trader, and receives his promised price. 

They are brought to New Orleans and sold. ‘The transaction 
becomes known, and Mr. Armerecp and those wee acted with him 
are hung. Congress has pronounced such a transaction—piracy. 

Mr. Arm! ield brings three vesse! up the Potomac to the whaef at 
Alexand : 1, a port in the District as oluinbia, where the Congress 
of these United States has erstu jurisdiction. [tis atime when 
Congress 1s assembled. He me provides himself with an office 
in which to do business with his customers, fits up a large pen, 
strongly and securely enclosed, capable of holding whatever he de- 
signs to put in it, and then advertises in all the public newspapers 
of the National Territory, that he has come after negroes to ship off 
to New Orleans. Whoever will bring him a likely negro man or 
woman, shall be paid so much apiece. Ina day or two may be 
seen droves of negroes “ of both sexes,” chained together, driven 
down Pennsylvania Avenue, past the ¢ ‘apitol, on towards Mr. Arm- 
field’s depot. ‘These have been collected by going round through 
the neighboring counties of Virginia and Maryland, and carrying off 
against their wills, and amidst the groans and sobs of bereaved fam- 
ilies, here a husband, there a wife, here a father, there a son.— 
They are driven on to the trader, who pays the stipulated amount, 
sails with them to New Orleans, and there sells them at auction to 
the highest bide rid in the public square of the city. Mr. Armfield 
has made a ua indsome profit upon the transaction, but in thas traffick- 
ing ip the flesh, and sinews, and bones of his fellow mac n, he has 
violated no “ ‘a his country. 

He is, therefore, at periect liberty to repeat the transaction as 
soon and as often as lie pleases. 

But the picture is not yet complete. As the drove of chained 
slaves passed the Capitol, one of the representatives of the people 
who, just before he started from home, had made a Joud stump 
speech in favor of assisting the Texiansto break their chains, which 
speech was enthusiastically applauded by his constituents, this same 
representative is now enchaining the whole House as he pleads the 
cause of universal liberty, and denounces tyranny and tyrants of 
every name and degree. Liberated Greece, oppressed Poland, the 
South American States, all furnish topics for his fervid eloquence 
and call forth expressions of the warmest, deepest sympathy. He 
kindles as he proceeds, till his eye “ ina fine frenzy rolling,” catch- 
es a glimpse of his manacled fellow-men as they are driven by the 
proud dome whose lofty walls are echoing to his eloquence. His 
speech is soon finished, he snatches his hat and hurries down to Mr. 
Armfield’s to tell him that the overseer en his sugar or cotton plan- 
tation, in Louisiana or Mississippi, is greatly m want of one or two 











1836. ] ‘““LAW OF SERVITUDE.” 561 





dozen slaves. He gives the slave-trader the necessary directions, 
and a draft for the value of the slaves to be paid on their delivery, 
and hurries back to the House of Legislation. 

As he enters, the clerk is just reading a petition from a number 
of his fellow citizens, asking Congress to take the subject of slavery 
and the slave trade in the District of Columbia into their considera- 
tion, that they may cause it to cease as soon as possible. As soon 
as the reading is finished, the eloquent asserter of liberty springs 
from his seat, and in the most impassioned manner, and with the 
most violent tones and gestures, denounces the signers of that peti- 
tion as every one of them “ hypocrites,” “ fanatics,” and “ traitors.” 
He declares that they ought to be hung by the neck, without benefit 
of clergy, and then proceeds to pronounce an eulogy on slavery.— 
He affirms it to be, in no sense, an evil, but a blessing, a political 
anda moral good, and boldly asserts that it has the sanction of the 
Bible, and finishes by saying that sooner than give up the right of 
buying and selling his black fellow men he would destroy the Un- 
lon at once. 

Is the above acaricature? Would to God it were. But it is, 


alas! too true, as our readers well know. 


For the New-England Telegraph. 
“LAW OF SERVITUDE.” 


Mr. Epiror:—It has been said by Infidels, that the God of 
Moses enacted laws, that were cruel and unjust. And some good 
men, and ministers of the gospel, confess, that Moses tolerated 
slavery. And this is said in a way to excuse and paliate slavery, 
as practiced in this land of slavery. Admit what is here conceded, 
and I see not how the objection of Infidels can be fairly answered. 
Nor do I see why such men, as Thomas Paine and Abner Kneel- 
and should be condemned. For it is self-evident that slavery, as 
practiced in this country, is both erwel and unjust to the last degree. 
And it is most evident, that Moses enacted no Jaws, made no reg 
ulation of his own accord. As a servant he was faithful in all God’s 
house. He spake what he was commanded, and nothing mere.— 
Hence, if any of the laws, which he delivered, did tolerate, or exe 
tenuate, or justify modern slavery, then I cannot answer the objece 
tion of Infidels; but must confess, not that Moses, but the God of 
Mosesenacted cruel and unjust laws. The fault if there be any, 
was not in Moses, but in that God, who gave unto him such laws, 
statutes, or ordinances. ‘T’o such an issue every man must be driven, 
who tries to justify modern slavery, to excuse, or to paliate it in any 
measure, by saying, that Moses tolerated slavery. And this is in 
fact surrendering the ship to Infidelity. 


i 
' 


But the apologist for slavery, and the cuaning infidel will both 
unite in saying, that Moses did allow the Israelites to buy and 
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hold slaves. If they mean to say, that he allowed of any thing 
like modern slavery, I deny, totally deny the charge. All the 
laws of Moses, and all the precepts of the prophets, were founded 
on this grand principle, “ Thou shalt /orethe Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and thy xv 9m ov as thyself? This principle is as fully 
recognized in the Old Testament, as in the New—by Moses, as 
by Christ. Can any man believe, that modern slavery has any af- 
finity with the great law of loving our neighbor us ourselves? If 
one can do it, he has passed the world of reason. 

Moses testifies, that he taught the people such statutes as the Lord 
his God commanded, Deut. iv. 5, and enquires; ‘ What nation is 
there so great, that hath sanenne sand judgments so righ!cous as all 
this law, which I set before you this day?” Deut. iv. & There 
was then nothing in the whole code of laws, delivered by Moses, 


, 
which God did not sanction, and which was not pertectly just and 
right. Surely then there was no statute, that could tolerate any 
thing like modern slavery, every line and feature of which is marked 
with injustice, cruelty an 7 blood. 

It may be said, that the iia law was perfectly righteous, but 
that the civil law, on account of the fardness of their hearts, was 
not so perfect. I answer, the moral law was the fundamental law, 
and every statute in the civil code was to be explained by the mor- 
al law; so that there could be no clashing between them. Moses 
bears testimony to tle excelleney and righteousness of the civil code 
as well as of the more] law. and let it be remembered, that the 
whole code of civil law, as promulgated by Moses, was enacted by 
the same God, who wrote the moral Jaw ontables of stone, and that the 
people were required, under the penalty of a fearful curse, to obey 
the civil Jaw as well as the moral. ‘They are parts of one code, 
sanctioned by the same authority, and must stand or fall together. 
Admit that there is any thing im noral, or unjust, in any of the civil 
statutes, as delivered by Moses, and you must admit that this im- 
morality, injustice or cruelty was sanctioned by the God of Moses. 
Are Christian ministers pre pared to admit this, when they attempt 
toexcuse slavery, by saying that it was allowed by Moses? If they 
are, let them come hone-tly, and unite with Infidels. Shall I be 
told, that this is taking high grounds? [admit it. And in sucha 
cause when the hionor of the God of Moses, the God of the Bible, 
is concerned, [ will occupy high grounds, or quit the field. 

Still it will be said, that Moses did tolerate slavery, and certain 
laws will be cited to prove the fact. Well, then, let us turn to the 
Jaw and tothe testimony. Non these are the judgments, which 
thou shalt set before them. If thou buy an Hebrew servant, six 
years he shall serve: and in the seventh ke shall go out free for 
nothing.” Exodus xxi. 1, 2. And if thy brother, t! at dwelleth by 
thee be waxen poor, and be sold unto thee, thou shalt not ¢ Lome him 
to serve as a bond-servant. But as an hired servant, and a sojourn- 
er, he shall be with thee, and shall serve, unto the year of jubilee ; 
and then shall he depurt from thee, both he and his children 
with him, and shall return unto his own family, and unto the pos- 
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session of his fathers shall he return. They shall not be sold as 


bondmen. Levit. xxv. 839-—!2. This law allowed a poor Israelite to 
sell, or let himself for a limited time, under certain restrictions ; 
or he might, im certain cases, be sold for a limited time to pay 
hisiust debts. But he could not be sold as a bondman; he was un- 


der the protection of law, his civiland religions privileges were secured 
to him, he was gaarded against all acts of oppression and cruelty. 
His master was required to treat him as a brother, and to reward 
him liber: lly, when his term of service had « xpired. “And when 
thou sendest him out tree from thee, thou shalt not let him go away 
empty; thou shalt furnish him didcre//y out of thy flock, and out of 
thy floor, and out of thy winepress: of that, wherewith the Lord thy 
God hath blessed thee, thou shalt give unto him.’ Deut. xv. 18, 14. 
Is there any thing in this law cruel or unjust? Is there a trait 
of slavery in this whole law?) What material difference is there 
between this whole case and the common practice of obtaining help 
in this land, when one man Jets himself to another for a year? 
Surely if in this Moses has tolerated slavery of any kind, then tol- 
erating and forbidding must mean the same thing. 

But still it will be said, that the Israclites had bondmen and 
women, and that God allowed them to buy and hold such as their 
property. Thus runs the grant: “Both thy bondmen, and thy bond- 
maids, which thou shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are round 
about you; ef them shall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. More- 
over, of the chil igers, that do sejourn among you, of 
them shall ve buy, and of their families, that are with you, which 
they begetin your land: and they shall be your possession. And 
ye shall take them as an inheritance for your children after you, 
to inherit them for a possession ; they shall be your bondmen for- 
ever.” Deut. xxv. 44—46. Here the Israelites were expressly 
allowed to buy bondmen and women of the heathen nations, that were 
round about them ; and also of the strangers, that sojourned among 
them, to hold them as servants during their natural life. This law 
was either a just and merciful law, or it was an unjust and cruel 
one. There is no middle ground that can be taken. Infidels say, 
that it was unjust and cruel ; and therefore they wish to have nothing 
to do with the God of Moses. Those, who wish to white-wash 
modern slavery, seem toadmit that the law was rather severe, and 
crooked ;—but then it was as good as circumstances would allow 
for the time being. If this law was as just and merciful, as could 
be enacted, all things being considered, then certainly it was a good 
law; but if it were a temporizing expedient to sooth and quiet a 
refractory people, which the God of Moses could not govern by 
wise and good laws, then, I think, Infidels may triumph. Here, 
then, is an important point at issue, and we ought to approach it 
with deep humility : for the honor of the God of the Bible is con- 
cerned. 

Moses says, that the whole code of laws, delivered to Is- 
rael, was a righteous code; and founded on the grand prin- 
ciple of love to God and men. ‘This must then have been the fact 
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respecting the law of servitude ; and if there seems to be anything 
in the statute, which militates against this fact, we may he sure, 
that we do not rightly explain the law. But the subject requires 
a more particular consideration. ‘The law allowed the Israelites 
to buy and hold servants, Nov slaves. ‘These might be purchased 
of heathen nations, or foreigners dwelling in the land. "These ser- 
vants might be held to Jabor under various restrictions, and the full 
protection of law. he master, or his son, might marry a_bond- 
maid. A servant might be heir to his master, his confidential friend, 
and steward, as was Eleazer, Abraham’s servant. ‘The law secured 
these servants against oppression, Ex. xxii. 213; if abused, and 
maimed, they were set free; if they escaped from an oppressive 
master they could not be delivered up to him again, but might live 
where they chose; Deut. xxiii. 15, 16. If beat erw //y with a rod, 
the master was punished ; Ex. xxi. 20. If smtten by a deadly weap- 
on, the master, who smote, was put to death; Ex. xxi. 12, and the 
judges were required and charged to judye the people with 
righteous judgment, and without respect of persons, and the stran- 
ger, whether free or bond, which was with any Israelite; Deut. 1. 
16,17. So that, the bond servant was as completely under the 

rotection of the law, as his master. ‘These servants had their re- 
aloe prvileges secured by law. ‘The master was required to 
circumcise those that were born in his house, or bought with his 
money, and thus to acknowledge, that they were his brethren— 
The law of the Sabbath applied to the servant as to the master. 
These servants partook of the passover, Ex. xii. 44; assembled 
with the people for religious instruction, Deut. xxxi. 12,13 ; were fa- 
vored with religious instruction in the family, Deut. vi. 7—9; and 
required to attend the great national feasts, as well as their masters, 
Deut. xvi. 11. Was there, then, anything unjust, or cruel, in such 
a law, so guarded and restricted! If any one had a right to com- 
plain, it was the servant, who was held in servitude. But the ser- 
vant who was bought of the heathen, was greatly benefitted by this 
law, which secured him against oppression, took him under its pro- 
tection, placed him under the wing of the God of Abraham, re- 
quired him to be educated in a religious manner, and granted him 
free access to all religious privileges. Surely, then, he could not 
complain of injustice or cruelty. In every respect he was greatly 
benefitted by the enactment and faithful observance of such stat- 
ates and ordinances. 

Hew was it, then, with respect to those servants who were bought 
of the strangers, that sojourned among the Israelites? These 
either sold themselves, or were sold by their parents, or creditors. 
In either case the law took them under its protection, guarded them 
against all oppressive acts, secured to them many religious privi- 
leges, and required their masters to treat them kindly in all cases. 
Could such a statute be cruel and unjust? Ifa man sold himself, 
and the law took him under its protection, surely he had no reason 
to complain. If his parents sold him, we must suppose that they 
svere very poor, or very wicked. And in either case, his situation 
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was rendered altogether better by the enactment of such statutes 
respecting servitude. And the same is truc, if sold to pay a just 
debt. Surely, then, Moses might eru/ting/y inquire: ‘* What na- 
tion is there so great, that hath statutes and judgments so right- 
eous, as all this law, which L have set before you this day?” For 
such laws a Christian need make no apology. But it is said, 
that by this law slavery was tolerated. 1 say, not slavery, but ser- 
vitude. Servitude existed, and this law so modified, and regulated 
it; and secured such privileges to servants, that it is very probable, 
that in general, servants were about as happy as their masters, Ser- 
vitude has existed from the earliest ages, and it must always exist in 
some shape or other. And any Jaw to prevent its existence, would 
be unjust and cruel. It would unhinge the whole fabric of so- 
ciety, and break down the civil compact. Such a law Moses never 
promulgated ; and the God of Moses never will sanction. But 
Moses did secure to servants of every kind, their personal, civil, 
and religious rights, by the enactment of wise, humane, and equi- 
table laws. And the God of Moses will forever approve of such 
laws. Now] ask if any regulation published by Moses can be per- 
verted so asto countenance modern slavery 7? Let us compare a few 
of the leading features of the two systems. Man-stealing was a 
capital offence according to the law of Moses. ‘And he that stealeth 
a man, and selleth him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall sure- 
ly be put to death.”—Ex. xxi. 46. Modern slavery has long been 
supported by man-stealing, and those who have been partakers in 
the crime, have been protected in their wickedness. 

If a master killed his servant, he was to suffer death, according 
“ He that killeth ay man, shall surely be put 
Who ever heard of a master’s being 
? 


to the law of Moses. 
to death.”—Levit. xxvii. 17. 
put to death for killing a slave in modern times 

If a servant fled fro: his master, he could not be delivered up to 
him again according to the law of Moses.—Deut. xxiii. 15. Modern 
slavery seizes the slave who has escaped from a cruel master, wher- 
ever it can find him. 

By the law of Moses, the servant who was maimed by his mas- 
ter was set free. By the law of modern slavery, the master may 
hold in slavery the unhappy victim, which bears the most appalling 
marks of the brutal treatment inflicted upon him. 

By the law of Moses, servants were protected from oppression, 
and all acts of cruelty, and might demand justice before the judges. 
—Deut. xxiv. 14d—27.—Levit. xix. 33, 54. Modern slavery allows 
masters to vex, oppress, and abuse their slaves as much as they 
please, and provides no remedy for the slaves. 

Moses secured to servants, religious instruction, and free access 
to all the ordinances of religion. Under modern slavery, all is 
reversed, and even the key of knowledge is taken from the slave. 

Moses placed servants under the protection of the law. Modern 
slavery delivers slaves up to the despotic will of their masters, and 
leaves them in the hands of those, whose tender mercies are cruelty. 
The law of Moses, respecting servitude, was founded in benev- 
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olence, and designed to secure to servants all their equitable rights. 
The laws of modern slavery are founded in selfishness, and designed’ 
to wrest from the slave the last vestige of his rights. 

Moses acknowledged the servant as a man, and required he should 
be treated assuch. The laws of modern slavery expel the poor slave 
from the hinman family, place him with other chattels, and allow 
him in all respects to be treated as a beast. 

The law of Moses was wiscly calculated to elevate servants, and 
raise them to heaven. ‘The laws of modern slavery are calculated 
to degrade the slave, and sink him, = aud body, into hell. One 
code was from the God of mere y; thie ier oom ‘th: it apostate spirit 
who is a murderer, and going about, seeking whom he may devour. 
In every feature of the two codes, there is a perfect contrast. And 
he must be a very ignorant theologian, or a very wicked one, who 
will attempt to justify, or even palliate, modern slavery, by appeal- 
ing to Moses. 

In looking over the whole ground, we feel authorized in saying, 

1. That slavery was not allowed under the Mosaic Constitution. 
Servants were placed under the protection of the law, and their per- 
sonal, civil, and religious rights were secured to them by law.— 
This is not slavery ; but as unlike it as justice, and cruel oppression 
are to justice and mercy. 

2. Modern slavery is a palpable violation of the fundamental 
principle of the Mosaic code, and of every ordinance regulating 
servitude. Hence, if the Mosate code was a righteous code, then 
modern slavery is unri shteous, essentially unjust, cruel, and oppres- 
sive. lHlow can a Christian people then tolerate it? 

3. [tis a calumny upon the God of Moses, to say that he allowed 
slavery. How can the true friend of tle blessed God cast such re- 
proach upon him? 

4. Those civil governments, that allow of slavery, are highly 
criminal, and must expect, that a righteous God will frown upon 
them.—Deut. xxvii. 19. 

5. It is repugnant to eqnity and every principle of justice to hold 
our fellow creatures in slavery. Surely, then, Christians should 
break cvery yoke and let the oppressed go free. 

6. All laws, desigued to oppress and keep in ignorance our col- 
ored population, are walust, crucl, and contrary to the law of God. 
~~ they ought to be immediately repealed, 

Then all concerned in upholding slavery in this land are con- 
aunile sinning against the God of the Bible, and if they do not re- 
pent, they may well tremble fer the consequences. 

8. Slavery ought to be purged from the church of God. It is a 
crying sin, a violation of the plainest precepts of Moses and of 
Christ. Why, then, is it tolerated inthe church? Can we wonder, 
that infidels sneer at the relision of the Bible, when they see the 
church fostering modern slavery? Surely, it is time for the church 
to awake and wash herself from this polluting sin. 

It is right to plead the cause of the oppressed in this land, and 
criminal to support such measures as tend to increase or prolong their 
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oppression. Here I would press the subject upon every conscience. 
Verily, there is a God, that judgeth in the earth, and he will, sooner 
or later, strip away all those false disguises in which many wrap up 
themselves. Kian Bayvey. 


From the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
ANSWER TO INTERROGATOR. 


Mr. Epitor:—In your nmber for May, of the last year, I observed a 
request from one of your correspondents, that some one would inform him 
“‘ what is necessary to constitute a prudent preacher of the gospel?” From 
the great, and practical importance of this question, I hoped, long since, to 
have seen an answer, and that, from amuch abler pen than mine. But, as I 
have waited in vain, and the subject has, at diff-rent times, some what oc- 
cupied my mind, I am induced to send you the following considerations. If 
you think they will, in any degree answer the purposes of your valuable 
Magazine, and, in some measure, satisfy tho mind of Mr. * Interrogator,” 
you can give them a plice in your pages. I not, it will certainly be no of- 
fence te me, should you commit thei to the fluines. Minimus. 

* Would I describe a preacher such as Paul 
“ Were he on earth, would hear approve and own, 
* Paulshould himself direct me.” 


I think it will be admitted on all sides, that Pause was a prudent 


preacher of the gospel. How then did Paul preach ; and what con- 
stituted Aim sucha preacher! In answer to these questions, we may 
observe, that Paul * cownt:d the cost,” or probable consequences of 
the undertaking. He considered the treatment he should doubt- 
less receive from both Jews and Gentiles. We have evidence ot this 
from what was said of him before he was bentzed, as well as from. 
his own declarations. ‘The Lord said concerning him to Ananias, 
“ He is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gen- 
tiles and kings, and the children of Israel. For 1 wall show him 
how great things he must suifer for my name’s sake.” Paul, then, 
certainly had his work before lim, and must have looked at the la- 
bors, trials and sutlerings to which he was exposed. Accordingly, 
when he took leave of the elders of the church of Ephesus, he said, 
“And now behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that shall befall me there: save that the Holy 
Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying, that bonds ond afflictions 
abide me.”’ It was a matter of great prudence for Paul to be thus 
aware of the toils and sufferings which he should probably endure in 
preaching the gospel. “ For which of you,” says our Lord,  in- 
tending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, aud countcth the 
cost, whether he have suflicient to finish it? Lest haply, after he 
hath laid the foundation, and is not able to fin'sh it, all that behold 
it begin te mock him, saying, This man began to build, and was 
not able to finish.” It is ccrtainly prudent for the soldier, before 
he enlists, to take into serious consideration the labors, fatigue and 
dangers, to which he must necessarily be exposed. He may be sub- 
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ject to the most painful toils and weary marches ; he may be car- 
ried into captivity; he may die of famine or disease; or he may be 
mutilated, or shot dead in the field of battle. Now if he has not 
taken these things into solemn consideration, and accurately count- 
ed the cost; it is more than probable, that when he’comes to en- 
dure, or death stares him in the face, his | seart will fail, and he will 
desert his post, disgrace his commander, and betray his country. 
So of the apostle. He was to undertake the greatest work in which 
it was possible for him to engage. How prudent, then, for him to 
look, beforehand, at the perils which awaited him! lest, when he 
met with difficulties and sufferings, so far beyond his expectation, 
his faith should fail, he should shrink fron his labors, and bring the 
highest reproach upon his Lord and Master. 

But Paul not only counted the cost, or probable consequences of 
the undertaking; he gave himself cordially and wholly to his work, 
He gave decided evidence from his labors, perseverance and suffer- 
ings, that he loved the gospel ef Christ, and was willing to spend 
and be spent in preaching it to his perishing fellowmen. This was 
certainly a mark of great prudence. No man, engaging in a great 
and important work, will pursue it to any advantage, or r with fidel- 
ity, unless he loves, and gives himself wholly to his employment. 
Had not Paul Joved the work of the ministry, and been willing con- 
stantly to employ all his time and talents in the great and impor- 
tant service ; it is morally certain that he would have shrunk from 
the labors, sufferings, and probable consequences of the undertak- 
ing, and settled down into sloth and indolence. But he cheerfully 
engaged in the work with all his heart and with all his powers.— 
Though he sometimes labored with his hands in secular concerns ; 
yet he constantly made this, and all other things, have a direct bear- 
ing to help him forward in the work of the ministry. By this dis- 
position and conduct, he set au example of the greatest prudence 
to all who should follow him in the work of the ministry. He also 
considered it vehi much importance » that, in his most solemn and 
impressive charge to ‘Timothy, he said ‘ Meditate upon these things, 
give thyself wholly to them. 

Another thing which lt marked the prudence of the 
apostle Paul, is, that he never suffered probable or real consequenc- 
es to turn him aside from the path of duty. Though he knew that 
he was constantly exposed to sufferings, persecutions and death ; 
though ‘ the Holy Gho-t witnessed in every city, saying that bonds 
and afflictions awaited him ;’ yet he said, ‘* but none of these things 
move me, ne aha count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry which I have received 
of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.””? Paul 
did not swerve from his duty, either in his preaching or his conduct, 
through fear of consequences. He never declined preaching this, 
or that, or any other doctrine of the gospel, either because he thought 
it would give of nee, or because he feared he should lose the con- 

fidence of his hearers, his reputation, his peace, or his life. Now 
this was certai indy very prudent in Paul. Ilad he swerved from his 
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duty in one instance, through fear of consequences, he might in an- 
other; or even neglected it altogether. It is always more prudent 
for the soldier, even in times of the greatest danger, to be faithful 
to his post, than to desert it. It is always more prudent for minis- 
ters to “‘ obey God,” than hearken to man. In short, it is always 
more prudent for any person, in any situation whatever, to be faith- 
ful in the discharge of duty, than to neglect it, even in a single in- 
stance. For “he that walketh uprightly, walketh surely.” This 
the apostle knew. Hence, he had the prudence to perform his du- 
ty at the risk of every consequence whatever. When some of his 
brethren, after the prophecy of Agabus, endeavored to dissuade him 
from going up to Jerusalem, he answered, “‘ What mean ye to weep, 
and to break my heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but 
also to die at Jerusalem, for the name of the Lord Jesus.” 

The prudence of the apostle Paul also led him to preach “ the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” As he con- 
sidered himself an ambassador of Christ to rebellious men; so he 
considered himself bound to deliver all the message, just as his 
Lord had bidden him. He knew that he was not at liberty to keep 
back, alter or accommodate a single sentence. As God had pro- 
posed the conditions of reconciliation between himself and man- 
kind; Paul knew that no finite being was authorized to add, di- 
minish, or give a coloring to one iota. He knew that it would be 
the highest degree of presumption for him to make use of any ar- 
tifice of human invention ; to follow any “ cunningly devised fables,” 
or to suit the message of the gospel to the feeling of the selfish heart, 
in the least possible degree. Hence, his prudence led him to keep 
back nothing that was profitable; but to preach all the doctrines 
and duties of the gospel, in their length and breadth ; and in pre- 
cisely the same spirit which the great Head of the church required 
of his ambassadors. He observed the direction which God gave 
to Ezekiel, when he sent him to the house of Israel: ‘ Thou shalt 
speak with my words unto them, whether they will hear or whether 
they will forbear. This appears from the apostle’s own declaration. 
To the elders of Ephesus he said, ‘‘ Ye know from the first day 
that I came into Asia, after what manner I have been with you 
at all seasons, serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and with 
many tears and temptations, which befel me by the laying in wait 
of the Jews: and how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto 
you, but have showed you, and have taught you publicly, and from 
house to house, testifying both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And now behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone 
preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. Where- 
fore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of 
all men. For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the coun- 
sel of God.’’ What the apostle considered as included in the coun- 
sel of God, appears from what he actually taught. He taught the 
doctrine of Divine sovereignty. ‘“ Therefore hath he mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth.” He 
taught the doctrine of unconditional submission. ‘“ Thou wilt say 
then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? for who hath resisted 
his will? Nay, but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God ? 
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shall the thing formed, say to him that formed it, Why hast thou 
made methus ?’? He taught the universal decrees and agency of 
God. ‘ He hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the time before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation. Who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will. For of him, and through 
him, and to him, are all things.” He taught the total moral deprav- 
ity of sinners. ‘They are all gone out of the way, they are togeth- 
er become unprofitable: there is none that doeth good, no not one. 
Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have 
used deceit ; the poison of asps is under their lips, whose mouth is 
full of cursing and bitterness. ‘Their feet are swift to shed blood. 
Destruction and misery are in their ways, and the way of peace 
have they not known. Because the carnal mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God.” He taught 
the doctrine of personal and unconditional election. ‘ For the 
children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil,that 
the purpose of God, according toelection might stand, not of works, 
but of him that calleth, it was said unto her; The elder shall serve 
the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have 
I hated.” He taught the doctrine of reprobation. ‘‘ For the scrip- 
ture saith unto Pharaoh, even for this same purpose have I raised 
thee up, that I might shew my power in thee, and that my name 
might be declared throughout all the earth. Therefore hath he 
mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he 
hardeneth.” He taught the duty of mankind to be willing to resign 
their temporal and eternal interest for the greatest good of their 
fellow-creatures. ‘‘ I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my con- 
science also bearing me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have 
great heaviness and continual sorrow in heart. For I could wish 
that myself were accursed from Christ, for my brethren, my kins- 
men, according to the flesh.” The apostle also taught the doctrine 
of regeneration by the Holy Spirit, the doctrine of the Trinity, of 
Christ’s deity and humanity, of the atonement, of justification by 
faith in Christ, of the saints’ perseverance, of the resurrection of the 
dead, of the day of judgment, and of the future and eternal state of 
rewards and punishments. Now, it was certainly prudent for the 
apostle to preach all these doctrines, because it was his duty to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God. When the ambassador is sent to 
a foreign court, it must be considered the highest degree of pre- 
sumption for him to depart from the instructions of his sovereign, 
or to keep back any part of his message. It can certainly be no 
more than prudent, then, for him to declare every jot and tittle 
which his sovereign commanded. So of Paul. As he was the am- 
bassador from the King of heaven and earth to rebellious men, it 
must have been the highest degree of imprudence and presumption, 
for him to keep back any part of his message. It is certainly a pe- 
culiar mark of the apostle’s prudence, that he declared all the counsel 
of God. 

Again. The apostle Paul adapted his preaching and iustructions 
to the state of his hearers. ‘This appears not only from his biogra- 
phy, given by the sacred penman, but also from all his epistles.— 
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When he came to Athens, he preached to the Athenians. He did 
not stand in “ the midst of Mars hill,” and preach to the people at 
Jerusalem. But he adapted his subject to the peculiar state of 
those heathen idolaters. He designed to apply his subject to the 
very character and condition of his hearers. So in his epistles.— 
When he wrote to the Corinthians, he described their character 
and condition as a church, and adapted his letter to their peculiar 
situation. When he wrote to the Galatians, he applied his subject, 
and that forcibly, to their backsliding state and departure from the 
truths of the gospel. This was true in all his epistles and in all his 
preaching. Paul always meant to benetit the very persons to whom he 
declared the counsel of God. He always intended to keep up the 
grand dividing line betwixt saints and sinners; and asa faithful and 
wise steward, to give each one his portion in dueseason. Now the 
apostle must have been very prudent in pursuing this method: and 
it was this method which rendered him such an eminent and succes- 
ful preacher of the gospel. It must be very imprudent for any min- 
ister to stand in a congregation, and preach to people long since 
dead, or to those who live a thousand miles distant. He must bring 
his subject home to the state of his own hearers ; otherwise, he may 
as well beat the air, or preach to the fishes and birds, and beasts of 
the earth. I add, 

That the apostle Paul endeavored by all means to make himself 
understood. If he had not done this, he might as well not have 
preached at all. But, if we look at his language, we shall find that 
he described the character of saints, and the character of sinners in 
the plainest terms. When he preached upon any of the doctrines 
or duties of the gospel, his language was level to the lowest capaci- 
tv. He informs us himself, that he “ used great plainness of speech.” 
He always meant to use those terms which he knew would precisely 
convey his meaning. When he preached to the Athenians, and 
wished to condemn their superstition and idolatry, he did not study 
to clothe his ideas in such Janguage as would destroy the force and 
pungency of his instructions. He told them, in plain terms, that 
they were in “all things too superstitious.” When he cited Scrip- 
ture from the Old Testament, he never tried to soften the expres- 
sions ; but was willing the passages should stand in their true spirit 
and meaning. When he preached or wrote upon the sovereignty of 
God, he always expressed himself in such a manner as to be under- 
stood. How explicit is his language! ‘‘ Therefore hath he mercy 
on whom he will have mercy; and whom he will he hardeneth.” 
When he exhibited the doctrine of election and reprobation, his 
language was as plain. ‘ That the purpose of God, according to 
election, might stand — it was said unto her, The elder shall serve 
the younger. As it is written, Jacob have I loved; but Esau have 
Ihated. For the Scripture saith unto Pharaoh, even for this same 
purpose have I raised thee up, that I might show my power in thee, 
and that my name might be declared through all the earth.” When 
he designed to express his benevolent feelings towards his country- 
men, those to whom he wrote could not have mistaken his meaning. 
“‘T say the truth in Christ, I lie not; my conscience also bearing 
me witness in the Holy Ghost, that I have great heaviness and con- 
tinual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were ac- 
cursed from Christ, for my brethren, my kiasmen, according to the 
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flesh.’? ‘This language was so explicit, that none to whom the apos- 
tle wrote could have mistaken his meaning. It was impossible for 
Paul to express himself in stronger terms, or in those that were more 
plain. It was well known what was meant by being accursed from 
Christ. It was well known that nothing short of eternal evil could 
in any degree answer to the apostle’s meaning. Even now it re- 
quires all the art, and labor, and sophistry of learned divines and 
celebrated commentators, to explain away the translation. When 
Paul wished to express the sinfulness of mankind by nature,he always 
used such language as exhibited the most awful picture of human de- 
pravity. Indeed, there were no expressions pertaining to that copi- 
ous language, in which the apostle usually preached or wrote, that 
were so explicit, or could have so forcibly conveyed his meaning, as 
those which he used to inculcate the doctrines of the gospel. Paul 
ever meant to make himself understood; and very seldom, if ever, 
failed to accomplish his object. Now it cannot be denied, that Paul 
was prudent in using “ great plainness of speech. Just so far as 
any minister is misunderstood by his hearers, he preaches to them 
in an unknown tongue. But just so far as he preaches in an un- 
known tongue, he labors in vain, and spends his strength for nought. 
When the ambassador is sent to a foreign court, his mission is 
worse than lost, unless he can make the will of his sovereign under- 
stood. Who could ever effect a treaty between two beligerent 
powers, unless the ambassadors were explicit in their propositions ? 
An ambassador who partially conceals, or gives the message of his 
sovereign a different coloring, is guilty, not on.y of imprudence, but 
of gross presumption. But ministers of the gospel are ambassadors 
from God to men. Is it is of less importance that they should use 
great plainness of speech, than it is for those who transact the con- 
eerns of earthly sovereigns? Are the subjects and results depend- 
ing between God and the sinner, or the eternal consequences of 
their variance or reconciliation of less importance than the petty 
concerns of states and kingdoms? Mankind always consider it es- 
sential to be explicit in their dealings with one another. ‘The phy- 
sician considers it not only prudent, but necessary to have his pre- 
scriptions understood. We always wish the attorney to make known 
the worst of the case. Why, then, should ministers of the gospel, the 
ambassadors of God to men, be guilty of those quibbling artifices to 
conceal the truth, of which men, in any other business or profession, 
would be utterly ashamed? Paul was certainly prudent, to say the 
least, when he used great plainness of speech, and labored by all 
means to make himself understood. 

Such a preacher was Paul. He counted the cost, or probable 
consequences of the undertaking; he gave himself cordially and 
wholly to the work ; he never suffered propable or real consequen- 
ces to turn him aside from the path of duty ; he endeavored to preach 
* the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth; ” he adapt- 
ed his discourses to the state of his hearers; and he used “ great 
plainness of specch,” endeavoring by all means to make himself 
understood. It is easy to see that these qualifications constituted 
the apostle not only an eminently prudent, but an eminently useful 
and faithful preacher of the gospel. His character as a preacher, 
forms a mirror in which every minister ought to see his own face, 
and never forget what manner of person he is. 
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